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A Week of Positive Partnerships

We began the week with some blustery, autumnal weather, but our students responded with

great maturity. Despite the high winds, we were delighted to welcome so many of you to our

family-facing events. It was a pleasure to see so many Year 5, 7, and 11 families on-site for

Welcome Events and Meet the Tutor appointments. Your support is truly appreciated. We are

very proud to share that the Year 5 event achieved an incredible 94% attendance. Having

the opportunity to forge partnerships with home is invaluable as strong home-school

relationships are so important for your child's success. Please note that our next family event

is on Tuesday 23  September for all Year 10 families and students to explore the start of

their Key Stage 4 journey.
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I would like to thank you for your patience with the ongoing BromCom rollout. You may be

aware that there was a national issue that has delayed the distribution of account activation

links. However, you don't need to wait! You can activate your account right now by

downloading the My Child At School app, clicking 'Reset Password'; entering your registered

email address, and following the subsequent steps. 

We ended our week on a high note with the opening of our School Parliament, attended by

local MP Alistair Strathern and BEST CEO, Dr. Lee. It was wonderful to see our pupil leaders

so passionate and engaged in their school-based projects. Next week is Sustainability Week

at PBA, and selected pupils will be delivering the morning school assembly to all year

groups. I'm sure you will join me in wishing them the very best of luck!

A Message from Mrs Linehan

Wishing you all a restful weekend!
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EdShed Results

Well done to everyone who completed their EdShed

homework this week!

Here are the ten highest-scoring classes!

Baseline Assessments

Year 5 Parents 

We just wanted to make you aware that

over the next couple of weeks, your child

may be undertaking some baseline

assessments. These tests are standard

practice across schools. 

Please be assured that there is no need for

your child to revise or prepare for these

tests. They are designed to assess natural

abilities rather than specific knowledge.

A message from Ms Lewis
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Homework - Years 7 & 8
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Homework - Years 9 & 10
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Homework - Years 9 & 10



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

GCSE History Trip  -
The Globe Theatre

On Monday 15  September, the History department took 25

year 11 Historians to the Globe Theatre in London. Year 11 have

been studying the Globe as part of Paper 2 on Elizabethan

England, forming the Historic Site element of the paper. 

th

We left bright and early at 8am to make our 10.30 tour of

the Globe. The students enjoyed learning about how the

Globe developed: they were particularly interested in the

idea of live bears being used in Elizabethan performances!

The students were able to ask questions and we were

really proud of their level of engagement throughout the

tour, as well as the insightful points they made about the

site. We then enjoyed a GCSE workshop, with the

students taking away some key points about the site in

their workbooks. 

Finally we had a quick lunch by the Thames, before getting

the coach back to PBA. Particular thanks to the students for

their fantastic behaviour and attitudes during the day, as

well as Ms Burge and Ms Ford helping on the day.
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Food Prep and Nutrition

Our new Year 7’s enjoyed a practical this week learning how to stew apples.

They peeled and chopped, showing great knife skills and used the hob to stew

their apples carefully. Their fruit is now frozen and awaiting next week’s Apple

Crumble lesson to layer and complete their tasty bake. Well done year 7.

Great start to the term!

Also joining the Fruit Crumble wagon was our new cohort of year 10’s. A nice

practical to ease them in; the pupils showed us their careful knife skills in preparing

their fruit, practiced their oven safety and also used personal judgement, to assess

their crumble and decide on extra baking time or not. All very important skills in

the kitchen!

Our Year 10 star bakers this week are Maddie W and Evie P

Our Year 11’s have been practising and

perfecting their advanced chopping skills this

week. We have seen some excellent examples

of Dicing, Julienne, Brunoise and more. All of

these techniques will serve them well for their

plate presentation in their final practical exam.
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BTEC Digital Information Technology

The Year 10 BTEC Digital information technology class has made an excellent

start to the course this term. They have been exploring key concepts, learning

about User Interfaces (both complex and basic), essential user skills, and the

importance of accessibility in technology. To bring all their learning together and

demonstrate their understanding of these key concepts, the students have

created a series of informative infographics, which are available to view below.



S P O R T S  N E W S

Fixtures This Week

Sports Update

Another fantastic win for our Under 16’s Netball team.

Their first League match of the season against Henlow

Academy, the girls played brilliantly and finished with a

score of 36-12! 

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

A Message from Miss Sidhu

23rd- Y8
Football Vs
Alameda

(H)

23rd- U15
Netball

@Bedford
Academy

24th- Y8
Netball Vs

Parkfields (H)

24th- Y10
Football Vs
Etonbury

(H)

25th- Y6
Football Vs

RBA (H)

26th- Y9
Football VS

SWA (H)



ACHIEVEMENTS

Huge congratulations to Nathan F, year

11, who has recently won a place on the

county Football team! 

Nathan Wins Place on County
Team

Elizabeth M (Year 6) has been competing

in the Welwyn Track League at Gosling

Sports Park from April to September this

year. 

It was her first complete season riding on

the velodrome in Welwyn, and she finished

the season last week at the top of the

Under 12 Girls league table. 

Well done, Elizabeth!

Elizabeth Cycles to Success



C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Clubs and Societies Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Before School 7.45-8.15
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Y7/8 Badminton 
Sportshall (RNL)

Y10/11 Badminton
Sportshall (RNL) 

Y9/10/11 Gymnastics /
Dance Dance Studio 
(PSU)

After School 

Y5/6 Badminton
Sportshall (AJK)

Y5/6 Netball 
Sportshall (PSU)

Y10/11 Boys & Girls 
S&C (MDN)

Y8/9 Boys Football 
Training (RNL/MDN)

Y5/6 Boys & Girls
Trampolining (AJK)

Lunchtime 1:12.40-13.10

Lunchtime 2: 13.30-14.00

Y10 Futsal 
Sportshall (RNL)

Y10/11 Boys & Girls
Badminton Sportshall 
(RNL)

Y9/10/11 Gymnastics
/Dance Dance Studio 
(PSU)

Y5/6 Table Tennis 
Dance Studio (SLY)

Y10/11 Boys & Girls
Basketball Sportshall 
(RNL)

KS2 Coding Club
140 (EBT)

Y10/11 Table Tennis
Dance Studio (JSK)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Y9/10 - Handball /
Tchoukball
Sportshall (RNL)

Y8/9/10/Y11 - 
Strength & Conditioning 
Dance Studio (RNL)

Y11 Futsal 
Sportshall (RNL)

Y10/11 - GCSE 
Table Tennis 
Dance Studio (MDN)

Y8/9 - Basketball 
Sportshall (RNL)

Y7/8 - Table Tennis 
Dance Studio (MDN)

Y7/8/9/10 Girls Netball
Training (PSU)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Y5/6 Boys Football
Training (SPE/SLY)

Y9/10 Boys & Girls Rugby
Training (MDN)

Y11 - GCSE PE
Intervention (RNL)

Y7 Boys Football 
Training (RNL)

Y7/8 Girls Basketball
Training (AJK)

Yr 8 Football Fixtures
(Team selection)

Y9/10 Trampolining 
(AJK)

Y5/6 Boys & Girls Rugby
Training (OCL)

Y7/8 Netball Fixtures
(Team selection)

Y7 Football Fixtures 
(Team selection)

Y6 Football Fixtures 
(Team selection)

Staff Meetings

GCSE Rock Climbing - 
Off-site (RNL/AJK)

KS3 Code Club
140 (EBT)

KS3 eSports
140 (EBT)
Starting 
November 2025

Y10 & 11 GCSE Art Club
127 (MYG)

Y10 & 11 GCSE Art Club
126 KPN

KS3/4 Drama Club 
(Pix Brook Players) Main
Hall (LJS)

Year 5 Homework Club
Year 5 classrooms

Young Voices (KS2 only)
Main Hall. (MWE/TWD)

Year 6 Homework Club 
Year 6 classrooms

Whole school choir 
(TWD)

Year 7 Homework Club
Room 206



Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to

students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

Drum Lessons

I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all

ages in a wide range of musical styles. 

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public

exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a

range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or

contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

Piano Lessons

Brass and Wind Lessons

We are excited to be looking at offering lessons in

brass and wind instruments in school. 

If you would be interested in signing your child up for

lessons, please contact Mr Weed: 

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk

M U S I C  A T  P B A

mailto:beccadrums@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorpugsley@gmail.com
mailto:tweed@bestacademies.org.uk


N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

A Round-up of this term’s
news and eventsTech Ambassadors

We are excited to announce the relaunch of our Tech Ambassadors

programme in the Computing department! This initiative offers

students a valuable opportunity to develop leadership and

responsibility. The Tech Ambassadors will play a crucial role in the

preparedness and storage of technology before and after lessons,

including helping to manage resources like the Micro:bit kits, which

are essential for our practical lessons. This role is a fantastic chance

for your child to gain hands-on experience and contribute to a

positive learning environment for all.

A Message from Mrs Brandt

The Tech Ambassadors programme will also provide some unique opportunities for our Year 5 students, who will get

a chance to help with important tasks like server maintenance and Chromebook trolley checks. This will foster

perseverance and problem-solving. Two students from each class will be chosen to serve as Ambassadors for one

half-term, allowing many students to experience the role throughout the year. Your child's Computing teacher along

with the class will select the two best representatives for each class. This is a role to be proud of, and a great way to

demonstrate being polite and helpful to classmates. Students who perform their duties well will be rewarded with

praise points for their efforts. We believe this programme will help our students develop key skills while fostering a

sense of community and responsibility within the school.

To support hands-on learning opportunities in the Computing department, we would be incredibly grateful for any

donations of old or unwanted technology you may have at home.

These items will be used to help students learn about the physical components of a computer, how to safely

dismantle and rebuild a machine, how technology has evolved, user interfaces and human computer interaction. We

are specifically looking for:

Floppy disks, CDs, and DVDs

Hard drives, RAM, and internal components like CPUs or GPUs

Joysticks, controllers and old gaming consoles

Older phones (both smart and "dummy" phones), pagers, and personal organisers like a PalmPilot

Your generosity would provide our students with invaluable practical experience. If you are able to donate, please

contact Mrs Brant on ebrant@bestacademies.org.uk

Thank you so much for your support.

Can You Help?

mailto:ebrant@bestacademies.org.uk


N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

A Round-up of this term’s
news and events

Careers Advisor Joins PBA

I’m Emma Fuller the new impartial and independent Careers Adviser

working alongside Miss McGuigan, the Careers Lead.

My background has involved working with young people in various settings

such as play schemes, youth work settings and schools before qualifying as

a careers adviser. 

I am looking forward to meeting the students and will start year 11

guidance appointments shortly. I am based in room 162 in school so

students are welcome to drop in and see me at break or lunchtime too.

Join the PBA Dance Club!



S A F G U A R D I N G ,  W E L L B E I N G  A N D  S E N

Please click here to access the latest

copy of the Ivel Valley Parents Bulletin. 

School Safeguarding Team
If you have any concerns, please contact our

Safeguarding Team. 

 CBC Families Bulletin

Online Safeguarding

SNAP Parent/Carer Forum

SNAP PCF is delighted to invite

parent carers to the “Preparing for

Adulthood (PfA) Conference” this

autumn.

Bright Paths

Outreach services for Neurodiverse children. Visit

https://brightpaths.org.uk/services/school-

services/ for details. 

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/005289068A0179ADD8AAD5E61BA606ECFB78C6E98DDF52FCE0C5277CE951382B/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/VIB
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/F3EE20653B4976AD16BF2E41C7BAF419B9A1AE31C0B196B060405307D1D59B2F/8EFFCD67162E98053798B89384601CD4/VIB
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/005289068A0179ADD8AAD5E61BA606ECFB78C6E98DDF52FCE0C5277CE951382B/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/VIB
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/005289068A0179ADD8AAD5E61BA606ECFB78C6E98DDF52FCE0C5277CE951382B/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/VIB
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/005289068A0179ADD8AAD5E61BA606ECFB78C6E98DDF52FCE0C5277CE951382B/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/VIB
https://brightpaths.org.uk/services/school-services/
https://brightpaths.org.uk/services/school-services/


2025

D I A R Y  &  T E R M  D A T E S

October
Tuesday 7  th

Tuesday 21  st

Tuesday 7  th

Thursday 16  th

WC Monday 27th

Flu Vaccination for All Years

Flu Vaccination for All Years

KS4 Options At PBA for Year 8 Families Only

Open Evening. School closes at 12.20 for All Years
No PBA Extra

Half Term Holiday for All Years

November

Monday 3  rd

WC Monday 3  rd

WC Monday 10  th

WC Monday 17  th

Monday 3  rd

Vaccinations: DTP/Men ACWY for Year 9

Mock Examinations begin for Year 11

End of Term Assessments begin for Years 7 & 8

End of Term Assessments begin for Years 9 & 10

Term begins for All Years

September

Tuesday 23  rd Parent Information Evening for Year 10

December

Thursday 11  th

Wednesday 10  & Thursday 11  th th

Thursday 11  th

Friday 19  th

Thursday 18  th

Tuesday 16th

Subject Progress Event for Year 8

Subject Progress Event for Year 6

Panto Trip for Year 5

End of Term for All Years

School closes for y7-11 at 1.10pm. Y5 & 6 onsite to 3pm.

Careers Fair/ Subject Progress Event for Year 11

Winter Disco for Years 5 & 6

School closes at 1.10pm. No PBA Extra



A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

on 01462 416243. 

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

Reporting an Absence
If your child is absent from school, please report the absence

daily by 8am by either leaving a message on the absence line

01462 416243 or by emailing 

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk

This is also the system for informing the school about

appointments.

Contacting School

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

Please remind your child/children that

we have a strict rule that football-

related games may not be played at

break and lunch times. Footballs

brought into school will be

confiscated and returned at the end

of the day. 

No Footballs at PBA

R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S

mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk


Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not

permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people

suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only. 

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after

school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of

the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.  

Use of the Cycle Paths

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road

junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection

time.

This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create

hazards for both children and drivers.  We would also remind you 

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding. 

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

No Nuts, Please!
Please be reminded that we are a nut free school: please

do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack or

packed lunch. This includes Nutella. 

Thank you.

Medication in School
If your child needs to have medication in school please ensure that you

bring it to the main office and fill out the required forms. Children are not

permitted to carry medication around the school. 

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol, Antihistamine 

Road Safety
Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on

a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school

run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue. 

R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S



B E S T  C A L E N D A R

C O M M U N I T Y

PBA are proud to be part of Stotfold’s community - check out our community
page for details about local clubs, camps, classes, societies and events
happening around the area. 

Free-to-attend sports clubs for children. 

FREE Sports Clubs

Football Clubs looking
for new members

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=PBA+Community&pid=110
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=PBA+Community&pid=110

