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A very warm welcome back to the second half of the Autumn Term! It has been wonderful to see all

our pupils return to the Academy this week. They have arrived prepared and energised, eagerly

sharing their half-term activities and stories with staff and peers. We are ready for a focused and

productive few weeks, combined with some fantastic extra-curricular activities.

A message from Mrs Linehan

This week saw some brilliant health related activities for our KS2 pupils as they participated in a

fitness circuit with Olympic cyclist Alice Sharpe. This is the first time with have run this initiative and

sponsorship opportunity and KS2 will vote on how to spend the funds raised and the charity they

wish to donate too. There is still a few days left to gather sponsors should you wish. It was a

privilege earlier this week to meet a number of performers who participated in The Drama

Monologue competition. Events such as these provide our students a fantastic platform to showcase

their creativity, performance skills, and passion for the arts. 

This half term is packed with significant personal development activities and trips over the next

three weeks underscoring our commitment to educating socially responsible citizens. We have

important whole-school activities scheduled, including our Movember and The Need Project

fundraising and awareness drive; the whole school Remembrance Service; Anti-Bullying Week

activities, and opportunities to explore democracy and British values during UK Parliament Week. 

As the evenings are drawing in quickly, we ask for your partnership in keeping our students safe.

Please ensure that any student cycling or scooting to school has working lights on their bike or

scooter and wears reflective clothing to remain highly visible to traffic. In addition, we are working

closely with Central Bedfordshire Council regarding existing road crossing arrangements in the area

and improvements to both the roads and local cycle paths, as well as the existing 97 Bus service. 

If you have any concerns, or can provide specific information about the 97 Bus falling short of

expectation, please send these to Councillor Jodie Chillery,

Jodie.Chillery@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk.

Thank you for your ongoing support. We look forward to a successful and engaging half term!

mailto:Jodie.Chillery@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk


1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

BEST Christmas Card Competition
BEST have launched their annual Christmas Card design

competition! Please submit all designs to Mrs Coulthard, in

the Library, by 1  December. st

Name Labels - It’s a Sticky Subject
We all know it’s

important to keep your

child’s items safe, and the

best way to do this is by

naming them. Have you

tried STIKINS? These are

personalised sticky labels

that are perfect for

uniform, lunch boxes,

bottles, even shoes!

NEED Project Christmas Appeal
We are pleased to be taking part in this year’s NEED Project

Christmas Appeal. If you’d like to support this amazing local

charity, please bring your Selection Box donations to the

school before 28  November. th



1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

NEW Computing Clubs

We are pleased to announce new Computing Clubs for KS2

andKS3 will be starting soon. Watch this space for more details!



1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L  -  M O V E M B E R

It’s the Mo’ Month
Throughout November, Pix Brook Academy will be taking

part in Movember — a global movement raising awareness

and funds for men’s health issues, including mental health,

suicide prevention, prostate cancer, and testicular cancer.

A group of our fantastic staff members have taken the

plunge with a fresh shave and are now growing their

moustaches throughout the month to help spark

conversations and raise funds. You can follow their progress

on our social media channels and through our official

fundraising page:

https://movember.com/t/pix-brook-academy?mc=1

Mr. Wood, who is organising this year’s events, has

arranged a series of fun and meaningful activities taking

place each Friday in November.

Next week, during their citizenship lesson, students will take part in an interactive lesson exploring

what Movember is all about — learning about the charity’s cause areas and the importance of

speaking up, supporting one another, and looking after yourself - and there’s a fun activity planned

for the end of the lesson. 

If your son or daughter would like to take part in any of the upcoming Movember activities, they can

simply bring in some spare change to donate. Every contribution, will go directly to this incredible

cause.

Thank you for your support and for helping us make a difference this Movember!

https://movember.com/t/pix-brook-academy?mc=1


ACHIEVEMENTS

Principal’s Awards
This week’s Principal’s Award winners are:

Joshua C, Oliver I, Jessica M, James L, Iris DT, Lucas HW, Mylo G, Brooke W, Sophia P,

Charlie J,  Sarah I, Charlie  H, Islagh-Belle F, Georgia F, Henry T, Harvey B, Darcey  P,

Eleanor MM, Sophie C, Sophie L, Max C, Thomas L, 

Emily  P, Isabella M, Nicole H

Well done, everyone!



K E Y  S T A G E  2

This week, Churchill class got creative and used

the light from the windows to trace pictures of

frogs for step 1 of their oil pastel frog drawings! 

EdShed Results

Well done to everyone who completed their

EdShed homework this week!

Here are the ten highest-scoring classes!

Churchill Class See The Light



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 7 & 8



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 9 & 10



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Year 11



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Masterclasses
To support our Year 11 pupils prepare for their mock exams after half term, subject masterclasses will be running on

the dates shown below. 

All pupils are invited to attend if they study that particular subject. For sessions running online, the invitational link will

be published on google classroom and the presentation will be recorded.

Post-16 Options for Year 11
Our Year 11s have been very lucky to have sat in on a presentation by Mr Huckle Head of Sixth form and Mrs Hoad

Assistant Head of Sixth Form at Samuel Whitbread Academy.

The sixth form team informed our students of their exciting courses and enrichment activities they could be part of

should they choose Samuel Whitbread for 6th form.

Some further links that may be helpful are:

1.SWA Sixth Form Open Evening: https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=10

2.Sixth Form applications and admissions: https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?

title=Applications+%26amp%3B+Admissions&pid=59

3.KS5 Curriculum and courses: https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?

title=KS5+Curriculum+%26amp%3B+Courses&pid=231

4.More about SWA Sixth Form: https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=More+about+us&pid=217

Key Open Evening Dates
Samuel Whitbread - Thursday 13th November from 3.30pm

North Herts College - 11th and 12th November (please see

https://www.nhc.ac.uk/openevents/ to register interest)

Bedford College -Tresham College Wellingborough Campus

16th October from 5pm, Shuttleworth College Open Day 18th

October from 9.30am and National College for Motorsport

21st October from 5pm

The Priory School - 24th November (TBC)

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=10
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Applications+%26amp%3B+Admissions&pid=59
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Applications+%26amp%3B+Admissions&pid=59
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=KS5+Curriculum+%26amp%3B+Courses&pid=231
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=KS5+Curriculum+%26amp%3B+Courses&pid=231
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=More+about+us&pid=217
https://www.nhc.ac.uk/openevents/


K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Year 10 - Geography Ambassador

Students from Year 10 are invited to apply for the role of

Geography Ambassador. Please contact Mrs Ip for further

information. 

Food and Nutrition

This week has seen our Year 10 students continue their bread making. They successfully

made their dough, proved and baked. Along with some standard dinner rolls, we saw

some great examples of dough braiding and shaping for some more interesting looking

rolls too! Star Bakers: Sarah I and Madeleine F.

If you suspect your child has left a container for food lessons at school, we have an abundance of unnamed containers awaiting their

rescue! 

As I’m sure you’ll understand these can become difficult to store with limited space! If they are still with us over the next couple of

weeks we will begin to allow other pupils to use them to take food home in. or donate them to a local charity. 

Year 9 have continued their work with handling raw meat, cementing their knowledge

regarding cross contamination. They made some very tasty looking chicken fajitas! 

Another lovely aroma emanating down our corridors was Year 7’s Flapjacks. Using the hob

to melt their sugar and syrup and thoroughly mixing their wet ingredients with the dry allows

them to perfect their mixing techniques to ensure everything is coated perfectly ready for

the bake!

Well done everyone!



S P O R T S  N E W S

Fixtures After Half
Term

Year 10 Football at Top of League
Our year 10 boys’ football team have had a great season so far, unbeaten in 3 league games and recently came

back from 3-0 down in the county cup to draw 3-3 and go on to win in penalties. They went to Samuel

Whitbread in a must-win game and have come away the winners with a 4-3 score. 

We are very proud of their achievements and in the way they have conducted themselves.

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

10th- Y9
Netball

11th- Y7
Football Vs
Alameda (A)

12th- Y7
Netball Vs

Alameda (H)



C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Clubs and Societies Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Before School 7.45-8.15
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Y9/10 Badminton 
Sportshall (RNL)

Y9/10/11 Gymnastics /
Dance Dance Studio 
(PSU)

After School 

Y5/6 Badminton
Sportshall (AJK)

Y10 Basketball
(RNL)

Y9 Boys Football 
Training (RNL)

Y5/6/7/9/10 Girls Netball
Training PSU/AJK

Lunchtime 1:12.40-13.10

Lunchtime 2: 13.30-14.00

Y7 Basketball
Sports Hall (RNL)

Y5/6 Table Tennis 
Dance Studio (SLY)

KS2 Coding Club
140 (EBT)

Y10/11 Table Tennis
Dance Studio (JSK)

Y9 Basketball Training 
RNL

Y9 Futsal 
Sportshall (JSK)

Y10/11 GCSE 
Table Tennis 
Dance Studio (MDN)

Y8  Basketball 
Sportshall (RNL)

Y7/8 - Table Tennis 
Dance Studio (MDN)

Y5/6 Boys Football
Training (SPE/SLY)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Y10 Boys Football
Training (MDN)

Y11 - GCSE PE
Intervention (RNL)

Y7/8 Boys & Girls Rugby
Training (MDN)

Y7/8/9/10 Girls Football
Training (AJK)

Y9/10 Football Fixtures

Y7 Boys Basketball Fixtures

Y7/8/9/10 Girls Basketball
(AJK)

Y5/6 Boys & Girls Rugby
Training (OCL)

Y8/9/10 Strength &
Conditioning (MDN)

Y7 Netball Fixtures

Y8 Girls Basketball Fixtures

Y6 Football Fixtures 

Staff Meetings

KS3 Code Club
140 (EBT)

KS3 eSports
140 (EBT)
Starting 
November 2025

Y10 & 11 GCSE Art Club
127 (MYG)

Y10 & 11 GCSE Art Club
126 KPN

KS3/4 Drama Club 
(Pix Brook Players) Main
Hall (LJS)

Year 5 Homework Club
Year 5 classrooms

Young Voices (KS2 only)
Main Hall. (MWE/TWD)

Year 6 Homework Club 
Year 6 classrooms

Whole school choir 
(TWD)

Year 7 Homework Club
Room 206

Y11 Course Work Drop In
Rm206 (RNL)

Y8 Futsal
Sports Hall (WRB)

Y8 Boys Basketball
 Fixtures 



Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to

students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

Drum Lessons

I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all

ages in a wide range of musical styles. 

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public

exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a

range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or

contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

Piano Lessons

Brass and Wind Lessons

We are excited to be looking at offering lessons in

brass and wind instruments in school. 

If you would be interested in signing your child up for

lessons, please contact Mr Weed: 

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk

M U S I C  A T  P B A

mailto:beccadrums@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorpugsley@gmail.com
mailto:tweed@bestacademies.org.uk


S A F G U A R D I N G ,  W E L L B E I N G  A N D  S E N

School Safeguarding Team
If you have any concerns, please contact our

Safeguarding Team. 

Online Safeguarding

Shore Space
https://shorespace.org.uk/

This resource offers a space for

teenagers to chat

confidentiality and get crucial

advice. 
Mental Health Information

https://shorespace.org.uk/


2025

D I A R Y  &  T E R M  D A T E S

November

Monday 3  rd

Wednesday 5  - Friday 14thth

WC Monday 10  th

WC Monday 17  th

Monday 3  rd

Vaccinations: DTP/Men ACWY for Year 9

Mock Examinations for Year 11

End of Term Assessments begin for Years 7 & 8

End of Term Assessments begin for Years 9 & 10

Term begins for All Years

December

Thursday 11  th

Wednesday 10  & Thursday 11  th th

Thursday 11  th

Friday 19  th

Thursday 18  th

Tuesday 16th

Subject Progress Event for Year 8

Subject Progress Event for Year 6

Panto Trip for Year 5

End of Term for All Years

School closes for y7-11 at 1.10pm. Y5 & 6 onsite to 3pm.

Careers Fair/ Subject Progress Event for Year 11

Winter Disco for Years 5 & 6

School closes at 1.10pm. No PBA Extra

WC Monday 10  th Victorian Museum Trip for Year 6

Wednesday 26  th Scholastic Book Fair All Years

Wednesday 1st Christmas Concert

Tuesday 4th Great Athletes Event for KS2

Wednesday 5th Wicked - Year 10

WC Monday 17  th Faith Tours for Year 7

Monday 24th Cadbury’s World Trip for Year 5



A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

on 01462 416243. 

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

Reporting an Absence
Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.  

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

Contacting School

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school

please ensure that you bring it to the main office

and fill out the required forms. Children are not

permitted to carry medication around the

school. 

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine 

mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk


R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not

permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people

suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only. 

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after

school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of

the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.  

Use of the Cycle Paths

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road

junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection

time.

This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create

hazards for both children and drivers.  We would also remind you 

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding. 

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

No Nuts, Please!
Please be reminded that we are a nut free school: please

do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack or

packed lunch. This includes Nutella. 

Thank you.

Road Safety
Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on

a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school

run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue. 

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?

title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40

Menus

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40


B E S T  C A L E N D A R

C O M M U N I T Y

PBA are proud to be part of Stotfold’s community - check out our community
page for details about local clubs, camps, classes, societies and events
happening around the area. 

Come and enjoy Warhammer

Club at Stotfold Library every

Saturday afternoon from 1pm!

Biggleswade Rugby Club

looking for new members!

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=PBA+Community&pid=110
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=PBA+Community&pid=110

