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PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN
A message from Mrs Linehan

It has been a wonderful week focusing on the broader personal development of our students, seeing
them thrive outside the classroom just as much as inside it. Earlier in the week, we were absolutely
delighted by the huge turnout for the PE Cross Country event. It is a real credit to our pupils that so
many were willing to brave the elements and try something new. There may have been a fleeting
moment near the finish line where a few pupils regretted their choice! However, despite the
exhaustion, every single runner crossed the line with high spirits and smiles on their hot, flustered
faces. We are incredibly proud of their resilience and enthusiasm.

The Year 10 Art Trip was a fantastic visit to the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge yesterday. Our Year
10 artists conducted themselves brilliantly, soaking up the culture and history. It was a successful trip
that has hopefully sparked plenty of creative inspiration for their coursework! Yesterday our half
termly School Parliament meeting was a resounding success, featuring a well-received "You said, We
did" presentation that demonstrated the genuine influence our student body has on driving real
school change. It was incredibly inspiring to listen to pupils presenting ideas for improving various
areas of school life, all of whom communicated their suggestions with impressive articulation and
respect. We are so proud of this collaborative spirit, as it proves that student voice is at the heart of
our continued improvement.

The weather is being rather unpredictable at times and we are pleased to share the perfect solution to
keep ears warm while supporting a fantastic cause. Our new school-branded OddBalls bobble hats are
now available to order via the ParentMail shop. These cost £12 and support a fantastic charity.
Wearing one is a great way to keep warm, show school pride, and support our community charity
efforts all at once.

Rehearsals are currently in full swing for Young Voices. This is always a fabulous annual event that the
children remember for a lifetime. A huge thank you to Mr Weed and Mrs White for their dedication
and support of our choir. We wish the staff and all the students the very best of luck—and huge
enjoyment—when they perform at the O2 next week!

We are hosting our SATs Information Evening this coming Monday (19  January), 4:30pm-5:30pm. We
strongly encourage families to attend alongside their children wherever possible. The purpose of the
evening is to provide clarity on the coming months and offer practical tips on how you can best
support your child to feel confident and prepared. We appreciate that due to work or other
commitments, not every family will be able to make it and we will ensure a copy of the presentation is
shared afterwards.

th

Finally, a gentle reminder regarding meetings with staff. Our Heads of Year and Senior Leadership
Team all have teaching commitments within their timetable. Because of this, it is very difficult to free
up staff for uncalendared meetings. Please email or call reception to request a meeting slot and our
teams will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership



1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

Rewards at PBA
At Pix Brook Academy, we fundamentally believe that recognising and celebrating our students' efforts

and achievements is essential for fostering a positive, motivating learning environment. It encourages

every student to embody our core values daily. We are thrilled to share the diverse ways we celebrate

success this term:

We actively look for students who are proud of their work, maintain a positive attitude, arrive

prepared, are consistently polite, and show perseverance through challenges. To recognise this

character, students earning praise points across all five P's could receive a Rewards Postcard from their

Form Tutor.

This term, we are also continuing the PBA League! This is all about contributing as a team; all forms will

start the term with zero points again. Students, how can you make sure you are bringing positive points

to your form? Remember, each behaviour point is a deduction, with a standard behaviour point being

-2 to the league (e.g., a C3 would be -6 points). The winning form in each year group will receive a

reward at the end of the term. If there are students in the winning form group with an extremely high

number of negative behaviour points, they will unfortunately not be entitled to attend this specific

reward and will instead spend time reflecting on the importance of excellent conduct in all areas of

school life.

Each week the winning year group, with the most conduct points will be rewarded with Field Friday  -

exclusive lunchtime access to the field/football pitch, starting Friday, January 16th (weather permitting).

The first league table will be published during the week commencing Monday, January 19th.

Finally, the term culminates in special End-of-Term Assemblies led by Heads of Year, celebrating staff

nominations for Standout and Most Improved students, alongside awards for leadership and school

values. 

Students who maintain excellent standards (fewer than 3 C2 incidents, no more than 5 C points and

attendance greater than 95%) will earn a special End-of-Term Treat. This slate of rewards resets each

term, ensuring every student always has a fresh opportunity to achieve recognition and join the

celebration at Easter! Please note that attendance at the end-of-term treat is always at the Head of

Year's discretion, particularly if there are extenuating circumstances regarding attendance and

behaviour. 



1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

School Parliament is In Session!
On Thursday afternoon heads of school, prefects and year group representatives met for our third

School Parliament meeting of the year. 

Mrs Linehan started the meeting by feeding back about some exciting developments linked to student

feedback such as the new and improved lunch menu, the new and exciting equipment for the key stage

two play ground and the repairs to the eco hub. 

Reps from each year group fed back their ideas before we discussed our three big projects of the year:

sustainability, the launch of a house system and the plans for our culture and diversity day. 

A big thank you to all our reps for their positive energy and politeness in the meeting. 



1 . N E W S  F R O M  T H E  L I B R A R Y

Book Amnesty
The Library is missing large numbers of books at the

moment. Some of these are overdue loans and some

have simply wandered out of the building.

If you have books that belong to the school library,

please can you pop them back. No questions asked:

Mrs Coulthard will be delighted to have them back on

the shelves!

1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

Winter Safety Letter from Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service
Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service have

issued this letter regarding water safety during

the winter months. 



1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

Computing
Learning to code is the same as learning a new

language and is one of the fastest growing occupations

in the world. The critical thinking and problem-solving

skills learnt when coding is important outside of

computer science also.

If you would like to encourage your child to develop

more Computing skills, with a specific focus on coding

they could come to Coding Club (KS2 Tuesday lunch

and KS3 Monday lunch). Our current focus is on

Artificial Intelligence.

Or they could try the coding games on the following websites:

Compute it

https://compute-it.toxicode.fr/

Blockly (by Google)

https://blockly.games/

Hour of Code (lots of options)

https://hourofcode.com/uk

Code Combat

https://codecombat.com/

Puzzlers World

https://puzzlersworld.com/

Bebras

https://www.bebras.uk/

https://compute-it.toxicode.fr/
https://blockly.games/
https://hourofcode.com/uk
https://codecombat.com/
https://puzzlersworld.com/
https://www.bebras.uk/


K E Y  S T A G E  2

EdShed Results

Well done to everyone who

completed their EdShed

homework this week.

Here are the ten 

highest-scoring classes!



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 7 & 8



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 9 & 10



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Year 11



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions
To support our Year 11 pupils with their ongoing examination preparation, subject interventions will be running as per

the timetable below. 

We greatly value your support and encourage you to speak with your child about the importance of attending their

intervention sessions and positively engaging with the reward card initiatives.



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

6  Form Applications Reminderth

This is a friendly reminder that - if you have not already done your application - deadlines for 6  Form places are fast

approaching!

th

Sam Whit: Mon 2nd February 2026

KTS: Sunday 18th January 2026

Etonbury - end of January

Transport Update: Stotfold, Fairfield & Arlesey We know

that for many students, transport is a key factor. There is

a dedicated school minibus service from Stotfold,

Fairfield, and Arlesey.

Update: Pricing for the September 2026 intake is

now confirmed. Please check the updated letter on

the KTS website for full details.

Next Steps Visit the KTS website to view the course

guide and submit your application.

If you have any questions, please email

sixthform@kts.school. 

Year 10 GCSE Art Trip to Cambridge
Our students had a great day exploring the painting, ancient artifacts and ceramics galleries at The Fitzwilliam in

Cambridge, finding an array of artworks to inspire their current 'Identity' coursework projects. 

We were treated to a brilliant session by one of the museum educators, who taught us how to be 'art detectives' to

look for clues within a painting. 

Well done to all of the students for showing such great enthusiasm and for representing Pix Brook so well through

being polite, proud and positive.

https://sixthform.kts.school/docs/2026/Updated_Transport_Letter_January_2026.pdf
https://sixthform.kts.school/
mailto:sixthform@kts.school


S P O R T S  N E W S

Winter Sport
A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is

unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit,

even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before

returning to class.

As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football

boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for

anyone taking part in football or hockey.

You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

19th- Y5
Football

@Redborne

20th- Y11
Netball

@Bedford
Academy

20th- District
Cross Country
(Y6/7/8/9/10/

11)
@Sharnbrook

21st- KS2
Netball Vs

Alameda (A)

21st- Y6
Rugby Vs

Etonbury (H)

21st- Y6
Rugby Vs

Etonbury (H)

x22nd- U11
Girls Football
Tournament
@Creasey

Park

U13 Girls Progress to Next Round of the English
Schools Cup

The U13 Girls football team made history by being the first team to represent PBA in the English Schools National

Cup. 

They faced Queenswood Independent School, with the girls being slightly nervous that they were playing a

private/boarding school. But they didn't let this phase them and were determined to keep making PBA history. The

wind was playing its part in the game but the girls kept trying. Maddie T had a few chances but didn’t quite find

the net, the defence stayed strong and the team dealt with Queenswood pressure well. The team were unlucky to

be losing 1-0 at half time,  but they were still positive in the HT chat and still had belief in themselves.  

A couple of changes were made and it was all Pix Brook: chance after chance kept happening but not quite finding

the goal, until one finally went in from a lovely slotted finish from Lily W. Now it was constant PBA pressure and

with the momentum going our way, Chloe started a strong run from the half way line using her strength and long

strides to carry the ball and finish it off with a left footed shot. Pix Brook managed the game till the end and

progressed through to the next round after a 2-1 win. Congratulations and good luck in the next round!

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf


S P O R T S  N E W S

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

Mylo was then moved into centre midfield and scored two powerful, long range strikes to give Pix Brook a 5-1

victory. 

Coach's Player of the Match - Charlie H for making a huge impact when he was substituted on in the first game

and then started the second game by scoring two goals. Never stopped running and always caused the other

teams problems.

Captain's Player of the Match - Mylo. Full of effort, running and determination, which was rewarded in the second

game when he scored two fantastic goals. 

Y9 Badminton Boys and Girls Progress to Counties
The Y9 Boys and Girls badminton teams have both progressed through to the counties. Both teams beat the

other 4 schools finishing in 1st place respectively. 

Congratulations to both teams and good luck in the next round!

Year 5 Football Match Report
Pix Brook kicked off their Year 5 football campaign against Robert Bloomfield A and Parkfields on Monday

afternoon. 

In our first game, we drew 0-0 with Robert Bloomfield 'A' team in a game where we had plenty of chances to

win the game but we couldn't manage to find a way to break the deadlock. The best chance came after a great

team move which ended with Mylo smashing the cross bar from inside the box, 

Our second game saw us beat Parkfields 5-1 in a dominant display. Charlie H opened the scoring after some

good work from Zac to assist the goal. We quickly doubled our lead as Noah's cross was parried by their keeper

and Freddy headed it into an open net from close range. Shortly before half time, Charlie H's persistence paid

off down the left wing and finished excellently at the near post to give us a 3-0 lead. 

Parkfields responded well after the break and scored a superb goal from long range after their midfielder beat

two players. They almost made it 3-2 straight away but Jacob made a stunning save from inside the box to deny

them their second goal. 



S P O R T S  N E W S

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

Cross Country: 100+ Students Take on the Challenge!
We were absolutely blown away to see over 100 students lace up their trainers for our very first Cross Country

run of the year! The atmosphere was electric as students tackled a varied and challenging course that took them

on a lap of the school field, around the farmer’s field, onto the cycle track, and down Pix Brook Road.

The distances were tailored by age group, but the effort level was universally high. We were incredibly

impressed by the attitude and perseverance shown by every single runner. It was wonderful to see such a mix of

goals on display: from our elite runners pushing for excellent times to those joining us simply to improve their

fitness and discover a new love for running.

What’s Next? We intend to make this a regular fixture on the calendar! This will give students the chance to

track their progress, challenge themselves, and try to beat their own Personal Bests.

A huge THANK YOU to the staff who made the event possible, and to every student who attended and helped

create such a supportive and buzzing atmosphere.

Important Notice: District Cross Country
We have the District Cross Country competition taking place at Sharnbrook this Tuesday. Students selected for

the team will be notified directly via email—please check your inboxes!

Badminton Brilliance: Y9 District Champions!
We are thrilled to announce a phenomenal victory for our Year 9 Badminton squads. Both the Boys and Girls

teams are officially District Champions!

This was no easy feat. Our players fought off incredibly tough competition from Henlow, Samuel Whitbread,

Harlington, and Redborne to take the top spot. Their skill, focus, and teamwork were outstanding.

The Road to Glory: This victory qualifies them for the County Competition taking place in March. This is an

amazing achievement for the school and a testament to the hard work of these students. Watch this space!



C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Clubs and Societies Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S



Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to

students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

Drum Lessons

I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all

ages in a wide range of musical styles. 

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public

exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a

range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or

contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

Piano Lessons

Brass and Wind Lessons

We are excited to be looking at offering lessons in

brass and wind instruments in school. 

If you would be interested in signing your child up for

lessons, please contact Mr Weed: 

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk

M U S I C  A T  P B A

mailto:beccadrums@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorpugsley@gmail.com
mailto:tweed@bestacademies.org.uk


S A F G U A R D I N G ,  W E L L B E I N G  A N D  S E N

School Safeguarding Team
If you have any concerns, please contact our

Safeguarding Team. 

Online Safeguarding

Mental Health Information

Ivel Valley Family Bulletin
Click here to access the bulletin online

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/1DEEE75F0CDEEA8CEABBA5F30E1F25605A4018CD8226F268799CB88E1AC12103/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/LE35


D I A R Y  &  T E R M  D A T E S

January

Tuesday 20  th Young Voices for Years 5 & 6
Tuesday 20  - Friday 23rdth Dr Bike  - Cycle Maintenance Checks for All Years

Thursday 5  th Options and Progress Evening for Year 9

February

Friday 13  th Non Uniform Day for All Years

Wednesday 25  th Vaccinations for Year 8

Friday 6th Celebrating World Book Day - Whole School

March

Monday 16  th Planetarium Visit  for Year 5

Thursday 19  th Year 7 Progress Event (early finish years 7-11)

Friday 20  th DofE Silver Award

Wednesday 25  and Thursday 26  th th Progress Evening Year 6

2026

Monday 2  to Thursday 5  nd th Mock SATs for Year 6

May

Monday 11   - Thursday 14  th th Year 6 SATs 

Monday 19th SATs Information Evening for Year 6



A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

on 01462 416243. 

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

Reporting an Absence
Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.  

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

Contacting School

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school

please ensure that you bring it to the main office

and fill out the required forms. Children are not

permitted to carry medication around the

school. 

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine 

mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk


R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not

permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people

suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only. 

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after

school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of

the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.  

Use of the Cycle Paths

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road

junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection

time.

This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create

hazards for both children and drivers.  We would also remind you 

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding. 

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

No Nuts, Please!
Please be reminded that we are a nut free school: please

do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack or

packed lunch. This includes Nutella. 

Thank you.

Road Safety
Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on

a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school

run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue. 

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?

title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40

Menus

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40


B E S T  C A L E N D A R

C O M M U N I T Y

PBA are proud to be part of Stotfold’s community - check out our community
page for details about local clubs, camps, classes, societies and events
happening around the area. 

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=PBA+Community&pid=110
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=PBA+Community&pid=110

