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PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN
A message from Mrs Linehan

Reflecting on the past week, it has been a privilege to see our core values truly brought to life by our
students. The tangible sense of ambition and community spirit permeating the school is a testament to
the culture of excellence we foster here. It has been inspiring to witness such dedication across all
year groups, and I am proud to share the following highlights and updates. 

One of my favourite moments this week was hosting a special celebration for the pupils in Years 5–10
who achieved the highest average Attitude to Learning scores last term. We met for warm pastries and
‘Principal’s Hot Chocolate’ to celebrate their successes. It felt great to personally encourage these
students to continue with their current level of enthusiasm, engagement, and energy. It is a joy to be
Principal here and to recognise how fantastic our students are with sweet treats and a well-deserved
celebration!

Meanwhile, the competition is heating up in Key Stage 2! This week we launched our new annual Times
Table Rockstars Competition. Classes will be "battling" it out over the coming weeks in a series of fun
filled rounds encouraging them to practise this essential skill. We are introducing additional lunchtime
clubs for extra practice and offering a multitude of rewards. The students are even taking on my
Senior Leadership Team in coming weeks! I can confirm my team are likely to be busy practicing at
home in order to keep up with the children's lightning-fast maths skills.

A special mention goes to our Year 11 students who have been working incredibly hard, revising and
preparing for their final set of mock examinations which take place just before the half-term break. We
wish them the very best of luck! To support them, their timetable will alter slightly next Tuesday and
Thursday to accommodate special revision workshops in English and Maths. Keep up the great work
Year 11— we are right behind you.

Our Year 9 Debate Team represented the PBA fantastically at the Model United Nations event hosted
by Samuel Whitbread Academy. The team engaged in high-level debates focused on the complex topic
of denuclearisation. They spoke particularly eloquently and represented us with maturity and
intelligence. We are delighted to report that multiple certificates were awarded to our students—a
massive well-deserved congratulations to them!

We look forward to welcoming families next Thursday for the Year 9 Progress and Options Evening (5
February), a real milestone in the academic calendar. Following the recent informative assemblies on
all potential subjects, this key event offers vital advice and guidance to support students as they
finalise their GCSE choices. We are eager to see you there to ensure every student feels confident and
fully supported in making these important decisions.
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1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

Computing
Learning to code is the same as learning a new

language and is one of the fastest growing

occupations in the world. The critical thinking and

problem-solving skills learnt when coding is

important outside of computer science also.

If you would like to encourage your child to

develop more Computing skills, with a specific

focus on coding they could come to Coding Club

(KS2 Tuesday lunch and KS3 Monday lunch). Our

current focus is on Artificial Intelligence.

Or they could try the coding games on the following websites:

Compute it

https://compute-it.toxicode.fr/

Blockly (by Google)

https://blockly.games/

Hour of Code (lots of options)

https://hourofcode.com/uk

Code Combat

https://codecombat.com/

Puzzlers World

https://puzzlersworld.com/

Bebras

https://www.bebras.uk/

We Are Recruiting!

Please see our list of current vacancies on our recruitment page:

https://mynewterm.com/school/Pix-Brook-Academy/147081

https://compute-it.toxicode.fr/
https://blockly.games/
https://hourofcode.com/uk
https://codecombat.com/
https://puzzlersworld.com/
https://www.bebras.uk/
https://mynewterm.com/school/Pix-Brook-Academy/147081


K E Y  S T A G E  2

THE AMPS HAVE COOLED... ROUND 1 IS COMPLETE! 

Wow! The energy in the PBA "arena" has been electric!  A massive

well done to everyone who logged in and earned points for their

class—the scores are looking impressive! 

Don't put those air guitars away yet... ROUND 2 STARTS RIGHT

NOW! 

Who will top the charts this time?

EdShed Results

Well done to everyone who

completed their EdShed

homework this week!

Here are the top scoring

classes. 

The Battle of the Bands

Year 5 Results

Year 6 Results



K E Y  S T A G E  2

Magic Maths

Mrs Murphy's maths group in

Year 6 have been having fun

consolidating their learning

on equivalent fractions. 



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 7 & 8



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 9 & 10



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Year 11



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions
To support our Year 11 pupils with their ongoing examination preparation, subject interventions will be running as per

the timetable below. 

We greatly value your support and encourage you to speak with your child about the importance of attending their

intervention sessions and positively engaging with the reward card initiatives.

6  Form Applications Reminderth

This is a friendly reminder that - if you have not already done your application - deadlines for 6  Form places are fast

approaching!

th

Sam Whit: Mon 2nd February 2026



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Model UN Debate 
On Tuesday 27th January, four keen debaters, Layla, Lucy, Quinn, and Etele, headed for Samuel Whitbread ready to

represent the views of South Africa as to if 'nuclear weapons should be phased out to open doors to a peaceful future'.

A total of ten countries were entered into the debate.

Students had to formulate an opening speech, questions for the other delegates, and a conclusion before the day had

even started!

On the day, we arrived eager to make our mark and represent the views of South Africa - the first country to disarm

their nuclear weapon arsenal. 

Before the debate took place, we had presentations from Dr Alan Lee, CEO of BEST and Dr Ben Nutt, lecturer from

the University of Hertfordshire. We learnt about the role of the United Nations and the importance of exploring

political relationships.

Soon after, Pakistan took the stage to first present their

opening argument. After hearing from several others,

including China, France and Finland, Lucy and Quinn took

to the stage to present the opening argument and found

themselves to be the only country without an instant

barrage of questions - a small win from the offset! Etele

then had to select which of the questions he wanted to

pose and identify which country he needed to ambush. At

this point, the USA and UK really found themselves under

fire. At lunch, students had to take the opportunity to form

as many alliances as possible. They did such a fantastic job

that one of the awards they managed to scoop up was for

the 'BEST Alliance Forming'. After lunch, Layla presented

her convincing, compelling, and comprehensive conclusion.
The ten countries then found themselves split into

two halves and had to work together to create a

resolution. Here, it was important that individual

voices were heard whilst also engaging with the

opinions of the wider group. Layla became a clear

leader here, proposing some fantastic methods

that would support the disarmament of those with

nuclear weapons still in place. For her astounding

efforts, she picked up the award for 'BEST

Leadership'. Not only this, but the overall efforts of

the group shone through and so the award for

'BEST Resolution' was also awarded to Pix Brook.

Overall, the students strengthened their skills in debating, forming relationships with students of various ages, and

quick thinking to conquer any questions that were fired their way.

They definitely did both Pix Brook and South Africa proud!



S P O R T S  N E W S

Winter Sport
A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is

unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit,

even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before

returning to class.

As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football

boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for

anyone taking part in football or hockey.

You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

PE Department Update
It has been another busy and exciting week in sport at Pix Brook Academy, with lots of fantastic opportunities

for our students to get involved, compete, and develop their skills.

GCSE PE Moderation

We have continued with our GCSE PE moderation series, with handball being moderated this week. This means

we have now successfully moderated netball, basketball, and handball. These sessions allow staff to carefully

assess performance using set criteria to ensure our students are graded accurately and fairly.

Please note that the football moderation scheduled for 05/02 will now be rescheduled to Wednesday 11th

March due to the school Open Evening taking place. Thank you for your understanding.

Football Success

Our Year 5 boys’ football team continued their unbeaten run, securing excellent victories against Arnold and

Holywell. A huge well done to all involved! The final fixtures take place this coming Monday, and we wish the

team the very best of luck.

2 n d -  Y 5
F o o t b a l l

@ R e d b o r n e

2 n d -  Y 7
C o u n t y  C u p
F o o t b a l l  V s

R B A  ( A )

3 rd -  Y 9
N e t b a l l

@ B e d f o rd
A c a d e m y

3 rd -  Y 1 0 / 1 1
G i r l s

Vo l l e y b a l l
C o m p  @ S WA

4 t h -  K S 2
N e t b a l l  V s

H o l y w e l l  ( A )

4 t h -  C o u n t y
X - C o u n t r y
@ A m p t h i l l

P a r k

4 t h -  Y 9
F o o t b a l l  V s

H e n l o w

5 t h -  Y 6
F o o t b a l l  V s

A l a m e d a

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf


S P O R T S  N E W S

At Pix Brook Academy, we are passionate about encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle and pride ourselves

on offering as many sporting opportunities as possible, both within the curriculum and through extra-curricular

clubs.

 As we attend more external competitions, we want our students to look and feel professional when

representing the school. We are currently seeking sponsorship for Cross-Country and Athletics vests:

 - 20 KS2 vests

 - 20 KS3/4 vests

These will help our students feel part of a team and take pride in representing PBA. If you, or someone you

know, may be interested in sponsoring this, please do get in touch.

 We are also keen to expand our strength and conditioning provision. While we do have some equipment, we

are always grateful for additional donations, such as:

 - Dumbbells

 - Olympic bars and weight plates

 - Rowing machines

 - Treadmills

Any support would be hugely appreciated and directly benefit our students.

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

Badminton Competition

On Tuesday, our KS2 students competed in their first district badminton competition. This was a brilliant

opportunity for both boys’ and girls’ teams to experience competitive sport. Many of the players had only

previously played at our before-school badminton club, so it was fantastic to see such clear progression and

confidence as the matches went on.

 We are now looking to host an in-house badminton tournament at Pix Brook Academy next half term to

continue developing these skills.

Curriculum Update

 Students have now moved on to their second sport of the half term. Please do take the time to speak with

them about their PE lessons and current assessment levels — it’s a great way to keep them motivated and

engaged. Please check the kit list (https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?

file=835&type=pdf) to ensure that students have the correct kit for the activity that they are taking part in. A

curriculum plan can be found on the display board in the PE area so students can know what activities are

coming up. 

Looking Ahead – Supporting Sport at PBA

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of sport at Pix Brook Academy. It’s been a brilliant week, and

we’re looking forward to many more!

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf


C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Clubs and Societies Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S



Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to

students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

Drum Lessons

I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all

ages in a wide range of musical styles. 

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public

exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a

range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or

contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

Piano Lessons

Brass and Wind Lessons

We are excited to be looking at offering lessons in

brass and wind instruments in school. 

If you would be interested in signing your child up for

lessons, please contact Mr Weed: 

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk

M U S I C  A T  P B A

mailto:beccadrums@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorpugsley@gmail.com
mailto:tweed@bestacademies.org.uk


S A F G U A R D I N G ,  W E L L B E I N G  A N D  S E N

School Safeguarding Team
If you have any concerns, please contact our

Safeguarding Team. 

Online Safeguarding

Mental Health Information

Ivel Valley Family Bulletin
Click here to access the bulletin online

BEST Parents Mindfulness Course

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/1DEEE75F0CDEEA8CEABBA5F30E1F25605A4018CD8226F268799CB88E1AC12103/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/LE35


D I A R Y  &  T E R M  D A T E S

C O M M U N I T Y

Thursday 5  th Options and Progress Evening for Year 9

February

Friday 13  th Non Uniform Day for All Years

Wednesday 25  th Vaccinations for Year 8

Friday 6th Celebrating World Book Day - Whole School

March

Monday 16  th Planetarium Visit  for Year 5

Thursday 19  th Year 7 Progress Event (early finish years 7-11)

Friday 20  th DofE Silver Award

Wednesday 25  and Thursday 26  th th Progress Evening Year 6

2026

Monday 2  to Thursday 5  nd th Mock SATs for Year 6

May

Monday 11   - Thursday 14  th th Year 6 SATs 



A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

on 01462 416243. 

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

Reporting an Absence
Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.  

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

Contacting School

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school

please ensure that you bring it to the main office

and fill out the required forms. Children are not

permitted to carry medication around the

school. 

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine 

mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk


R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not

permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people

suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only. 

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after

school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of

the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.  

Use of the Cycle Paths

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road

junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection

time.

This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create

hazards for both children and drivers.  We would also remind you 

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding. 

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

No Nuts, Please
Please be reminded that we are a nut aware school: please

do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack

or packed lunch. This includes Nutella. 

Thank you.

Road Safety
Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on

a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school

run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue. 

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?

title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40

Menus

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40


B E S T  C A L E N D A R

Please note: all our term dates are available on our website: https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates

