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PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN
A message from Mrs Linehan

As we reach the end of this half term, I am writing full of pride and enthusiasm. It has been an
incredibly busy few weeks, but the atmosphere around the Academy has been nothing short of
inspiring.

Firstly, I must extend a massive congratulations to our Year 11 students. We know how
daunting mock examinations can be, but the maturity, conduct, and attitude displayed by this
cohort have been exemplary. They have faced the challenge head-on, and I want to
acknowledge the fantastic support and guidance provided by our staff to get them to this
point. We look forward to sharing their results with them after the break—their hard work is
truly paying off.

Times Tables Rock Stars – Champions of the East! I am absolutely thrilled to share some
phenomenal news regarding our Key Stage 2 pupils. Last Friday, they battled it out against
schools nationwide in the NSPCC Rocks competition. I am incredibly proud to announce that
we finished as the number one school in the entire East of England! This is a massive
achievement, but the good news doesn't stop there. A special shout-out must go to Miss
Power’s Maths class. Out of over 23,000 classes entering across the country, they finished in
the Top 100. This is a truly amazing statistic and a testament to their dedication and speed!

As part of our ongoing growth and development, we are busy preparing for the launch of our
new House System. To keep in alignment with our main PBA logo and ethos, our Houses will be
named after native UK trees. We recently challenged students to start designing the logos for
these new houses, and the entries have been incredibly strong. Our designers are now hard at
work turning these creative sparks into reality—watch this space for the big reveal! Well done
to everyone who submitted their creative genius.

We have ended this half term on a wonderful sense of connection. Thank you for your generous
contributions via ParentMail for our non-uniform day today. Beyond the fundraising, we also
witnessed some beautiful moments of heartfelt, genuine gratitude. Students were given the
chance to anonymously gift a rose to a friend who has supported them recently. This simple
gesture fostered a strong sense of community and kindness as we depart for the week.

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Academy and our team. I hope you all have a lovely,
restful—and hopefully dry!—half term break.

Finally, I would like to take this moment to wish bon voyage to Miss Sidhu and the staff and
students going on the Ski Trip this week. I hope you all have a wonderful time!



1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

Safer Internet Day

We are supporting #SaferInternetDay on 10th

February! At Pix Brook Academy, we want our

students to be safe, smart, responsible and kind

online. This week students have taken part in

Safer Internet day assemblies and classroom

activities as we explore how to shape a better,

safer internet together.

To read more about Safer Internet Day, visit: 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-

day/safer-internet-day-2026

Read For Good - Sponsored Readathon

This week we are launching a Sponsored Readathon

to raise money for books and storytellers for children

who are in hospital long term. 

This will start on Friday 6  February and run until

World Book Day on Friday 6  March.

th

th

Sponsorship packs will be sent home with the children

on Friday 6  February. th

Good luck everyone, and get reading!

To read more about the Readathon, please visit

https://readforgood.org/

School Production

The curtain rises on our next

School Production: 

24  and 25  March. th th

Tickets for the show will be

available via ParentMail shortly.

Watch this space!

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026
https://readforgood.org/
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Cyclocross Champion

Last weekend Elizabeth M (Zephaniah class, Year 6)

collected her award for finishing at the top of the

Eastern Cyclocross League in the Under 12 girls

category. She has been racing almost every

weekend in some very challenging conditions to

achieve this goal - and also achieved 3rd place in

the Central Cyclocross League as well!

As the Cyclocross season comes to an end Elizabeth

is now looking forward to switching her focus onto

Road and Track cycling competitions.

Congratulations, Elizabeth, what an achievement!

House System Launches

As a significant milestone in the continued

evolution of our Academy, we are delighted to

unveil plans for our new vertical House system; a

dynamic initiative that serves as a powerful

testament to our commitment to the growth and

holistic development of PBA. Deeply rooted in the

symbolism of our school logo, this new structure

will mirror our ethos of vibrancy and nurturing

support, fostering a cohesive, cross-year community

that allows every student to flourish. 

The response to our logo design challenge has

been nothing short of exceptional, with fierce

competition showcasing the incredible creativity

within our student body. We are eager to reveal the

winning designs and commence the next phase of

this exciting project, which promises to further

embed our core values into the very fabric of our

school community.



K E Y  S T A G E  2

We are proud to announce that PBA has been crowned East of England

Champion in this year’s NSPCC Rock Star battle. 

This is an amazing achievement, and huge congratulations go to all our

students who took part. A special congratulations goes to Rayyan who

scored the highest in the school!

EdShed Results

Well done to everyone who completed their

EdShed homework this week!

Here are the top scoring classes. 

The Battle of the Bands - 
Eastern Region Champions!

The atmosphere in the school has been

electric over the last few weeks, as the

classes battled it out between each

other, and then the whole of KS2 pitted

themselves against other schools in the

UK. 

With Miss Power’s Maths class finishing

in the Top 100 in the UK, we are

feeling very, very proud of our amazing

pupils!
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The Art of Sailing...

Inspired by Japanese art, our Year 5s have been making sails in

their lessons this week. Here are some from Nightingale Class...

...And Nightingale Class recently used watercolours to

meticulously paint their own versions of Hokusai's Great Wave. 

Miss Montgomery is so very proud of their efforts!

...and Making Waves
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A Taste of History...

As part of our World War 2 topic, our Year 5s have

been sampling some of the foods that were common

during the war. 

We’re not sure that Condensed Milk was hugely

popular with Pankhurst Class’s modern tastebuds!
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A Bridge Too Far...

Our Year 5s have been learning about bridge building

in their DT lessons. Here are Churchill Class, building

bridges out of straws. They look pretty good - maybe

we could get them designing fixes for potholes next!



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 7 & 8
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Homework - Years 9 & 10



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Year 11



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions
To support our Year 11 pupils with their ongoing examination preparation, subject interventions will be running as per

the timetable below. 

We greatly value your support and encourage you to speak with your child about the importance of attending their

intervention sessions and positively engaging with the reward card initiatives.

Year 10 Work Experience

Work experience week commences 29th June. 

Emma, our careers adviser, has contacted a few local companies with some potential opportunities for the work

placement. 

Ashe Group Emma, our careers adviser, has contacted a few local companies with some potential opportunities for the

work placement.  are a construction company based in Hitchin. They can offer one student a rotational week, spending

half a day with different departments, including estimating, planning, design, procurement, surveying, roofing, business

support and marketing, to gain a full overview of the business. The student will need to be able to get to offices in

Hitchin, which are just round the corner from the train station.

There are also potential placements at a children's nursery in Letchworth working with babies to 3 year olds.

Please do email me at efuller@bestacademies.org.uk with the student's details and why they are interested in the

placement.  

https://www.ashegroup.co.uk/
https://www.ashegroup.co.uk/
https://www.ashegroup.co.uk/
mailto:efuller@bestacademies.org.uk
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Food and Nutrition Update
This term has been a busy one and we’ve seen a lot of great food being produced by our pupils. 

Year 7 have completed their rotation this week after having covered Apple Crumble, Flatbread and Flapjack. Year 7

have shown some great ability with their preparation and cooking. We have seen some lovely results and they should

be very proud!

Year 8 have started their new term making Fruit Salad (practising chopping with their bridge and claw grips) and have

recently made and frozen their pizza sauces ready for making their dough and baking their pizzas this week. We hope

some makes it home to you!

Year 9 have completed their rotation this week after having covered Thai Green Curry, Scones, Fajitas and Macaroni

Cheese. Skills included in these makes were: working with raw meat, rubbing in method, slicing/chopping, boiling and

an all-in-1 cheese sauce.

Year 10 have experienced pasta in their last few practical lessons. Making fresh pasta and producing Ravioli, within a

double lesson, was a challenge but they all managed to show great skill! Our GCSE Star Bakers this week: William W

and Peter H.

Year 11 have been focusing on perfecting their recipes for their NEA which is fast approaching in March.  We’ve seen

some great dishes being produced in practice sessions and wish them lots of luck for exam day!



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

UK Maths Challenge

Brains, Logic, and a Pink Kangaroo?

On Wednesday, January 28th, 27 brave students stepped into the arena for the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge.

They weren't alone—they were joined by over 200,000 students nationwide in a 60-minute sprint of pure mathematical

reasoning and logic.

This wasn't just about "doing sums." It was a high-pressure test of precision and problem-solving. Our students didn’t

just participate—they excelled!

The Medal Count:

6 Gold Awards 🥇

7 Silver Awards 🥈

5 Bronze Awards 🥉

The Elite "Kangaroo" Round 

A massive shout-out to the four incredible students who scored in the top national threshold. They have been invited

to the prestigious Pink Kangaroo follow-on round on March 19th!

Individual Hall of Fame:

Oisin B, James L, Elliott R, & Lauren B: Our Pink Kangaroo Qualifiers.

Alfie A: Best in Year 9.

Lauren B: Best in Year 10.

Elliott R: Best in Year 11 & Best in School! 🏆

Congratulations to everyone who took on the challenge. Your "maths muscles" are looking stronger than ever!



S P O R T S  N E W S

Winter Sport
A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is

unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit,

even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before

returning to class.

As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football

boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for

anyone taking part in football or hockey.

You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

2 3 rd -  U 1 6
G i r l s  F o o t b a l l
V s  C e d a r s  ( A )

2 4 t h -  Y 7
R u g b y  V s

A r n o l d  ( A )

2 6 -  Y 7
F o o t b a l l

C o u n t y  C u p
S e m i - F i n a l  V s
M a n s h e a d  ( H )

t h

2 6 t h -  Y 8
R u g b y  V s

M a r s t o n  Va l e
( A )

2 6 t h -  Y 5 / 6
G i r l s  F o o t b a l l

V s  R B A  ( A )

Department Update
As we come to the end of a very busy half term, I would like to extend a huge thank you to all the students

who have represented the school in a wide range of fixtures, competitions, and events.

It has been a fantastic few weeks for school sport. Not only have we entered new tournaments this year, but

we remain competitive across the board. We are currently still active in several District semi-finals, County

finals, and even National competitions. This level of success is a true testament to the hard work of the PE

department and the dedication of our students who are embracing these opportunities.

I also want to thank our students for adapting so well over this past week. With indoor spaces taken over by

exams, it was inevitable that the weather would turn against us! It was always going to happen that we would

face rain just as we moved outside, but our students have been incredibly positive about the change. The vast

majority have been well-prepared, bringing in the appropriate kit to handle the conditions, thank you for your

resilience.

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf


S P O R T S  N E W S

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

Match Highlights and Results
Handball: Our Year 9 and 10 boys recently played in the District Handball competition at Redborne. Despite

handball being part of our curriculum, competitive fixtures are always a different challenge. The lads worked

extremely hard against some very tough opposition.

Girls’ Handball: Our Year 7 and 8 girls also had the opportunity to participate in their District competition.

For many of the girls, this was their first time playing the sport competitively. They adapted brilliantly, and it

was great to see clear progression in their skills with every game played.

Football: A massive congratulations to the Year 9 boys' football team who remain at the top of the District

League. They secured a thrilling 5-3 victory over Henlow in their final league game. They finish the stage

unbeaten and now look forward to a semi-final match after half term.

We are looking forward to kicking off the Year 7 and 8 Rugby leagues immediately after the break. We have

plenty of fixtures scheduled, and we can’t wait to get the teams out on the pitch.

A reminder that our clubs are open to all students. We want everyone to have the opportunity to give sports

a go, regardless of experience.

Please note the following kit requirements to ensure student safety and facility protection:

After-School Clubs: Full PE kit must be worn.

Before-School & Lunchtime Clubs: Students do not need to change into PE kit, but trainers are mandatory.

Please note: Students without trainers will not be allowed in the sports hall.

We hope you have a restful half term and look forward to another successful term of sport.



C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Clubs and Societies Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S



Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to

students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

Drum Lessons

I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all

ages in a wide range of musical styles. 

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public

exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a

range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or

contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

Piano Lessons

Brass and Wind Lessons

We are excited to be looking at offering lessons in

brass and wind instruments in school. 

If you would be interested in signing your child up for

lessons, please contact Mr Weed: 

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk

M U S I C  A T  P B A

mailto:beccadrums@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorpugsley@gmail.com
mailto:tweed@bestacademies.org.uk


S A F G U A R D I N G ,  W E L L B E I N G  A N D  S E N

School Safeguarding Team
If you have any concerns, please contact our

Safeguarding Team. 

Online Safeguarding

Mental Health Information

Ivel Valley Family Bulletin
Click here to access the bulletin online

BEST Parents Mindfulness Course

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/1DEEE75F0CDEEA8CEABBA5F30E1F25605A4018CD8226F268799CB88E1AC12103/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/LE35


D I A R Y  &  T E R M  D A T E S

C O M M U N I T Y

February

Friday 13  th Non Uniform Day for All Years

Friday 6th Celebrating World Book Day - Whole School

March

Monday 16  th Planetarium Visit  for Year 5

Thursday 19  th Year 7 Progress Event (early finish years 7-11)

Friday 20  th DofE Silver Award

Wednesday 25  and Thursday 26  th th Progress Evening Year 6

2026

Monday 2  to Thursday 5  nd th Mock SATs for Year 6

May

Monday 11   - Thursday 14  th th Year 6 SATs 

Monday 23  rd Options Responses Deadline for Year 9

Monday 16  th Half Term Break
Monday 23  rd Return to School 

Friday 27  th End of Term
NB: No PBA Extra. School closes early. 

Tuesday 10  & Wednesday 11  th th FAB Science Workshop for Years 5 & 6

Thursday 5  th Vaccinations for Year 8



A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

on 01462 416243. 

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

Reporting an Absence
Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.  

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

Contacting School

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school

please ensure that you bring it to the main office

and fill out the required forms. Children are not

permitted to carry medication around the

school. 

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine 

mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk


R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not

permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people

suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only. 

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after

school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of

the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.  

Use of the Cycle Paths

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road

junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection

time.

This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create

hazards for both children and drivers.  We would also remind you 

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding. 

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

No Nuts, Please
Please be reminded that we are a nut aware school: please

do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack

or packed lunch. This includes Nutella. 

Thank you.

Road Safety
Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on

a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school

run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue. 

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?

title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40

Menus

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40


B E S T  C A L E N D A R

Please note: all our term dates are available on our website: https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates

