PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN

A message from Mrs Linehan

It has been a real pleasure to welcome everyone back to school after the February half-term break.
With the early signs of spring beginning to appear—lighter mornings, brighter afternoons and the

first hints of blossom - it feels a really positive time to be in school.

| must begin with a massive thank you to all the staff and students who attended the PBA ski trip; it
was a huge success and a fantastic experience for everyone involved. The teamwork, resilience and
good humour shown throughout made the team incredibly proud. Planning is already underway for
February 2028, with more information to follow shortly—we can’t wait to build on this year’s
success.

Next week, our Year 6 pupils will be preparing to take their mock SATs. They have approached their
revision with maturity and determination, supported by a number of focused revision sessions this
week alongside engaging workshops and activities delivered by Happy Puzzle. As always, we remind
them that our only expectation is that they try their very best. It is absolutely okay to make mistakes
—this is how we learn and improve. We wish every one of them the very best of luck next week and
know they will do themselves proud.

As many of you know, 2026 is the National Year for Reading, and Mrs Wright and Mrs Coulthard are
busy planning a wide range of exciting activities for our pupils. To celebrate World Book Day, there
will be quizzes and competitions, themed lessons and the much-anticipated KS2 Dress Up Day on
Friday 6" March. Next Friday also sees Mrs Daplyn and | hosting the Book Breakfast from 7:30am—
arriving in full costume—and we hope to see many of our book enthusiasts there to start the day with
a shared love of reading. If you haven’t already, we encourage everyone to trade in their book
voucher and embark on a new reading adventure.

Earlier this week, we distributed the BEST survey as part of the Trust’s “Big Listen” work, marking its
10-year anniversary. Your voice is incredibly important and we are grateful for the time you take to
share your thoughts and experiences. The link can be found here:
https://forms.gle/QFx702dEnGQChoD9%A

Thank you, as always, for your continued support, encouragement and partnership.
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NEWS FROM SCHOOL

Wh[pifii(tfbd&bl il Social Media Safety - a Guide for Parents
We know that monitoring children’s social media use—
especially platforms such as TikTok—can feel almost

impossible at times, but we strongly encourage families

FORMATION A
SATION

to continue doing all they can to safeguard and guide

their child’s online behaviours. Below you will find a

supportive poster with some practical top tips, and

would also ask that you regularly check your child’s

» A E accounts, as families have reported fake profiles and

3 Advice for Parents & Educators {_ . L
——— 5 ' negative comments that do not reflect our values; it is

= particularly important to ensure your child is not

DNSCUSS THE DANGERS.

operating multiple accounts.

Some children have more than one TikTok account and often their second account is under a
pseudonym. It is important as a parent / carer, to have oversight of all online interactions.

TikTok- Checking if your child has more than one account

How to check if your child has more than one account linked on their TikTok app.

Any accounts your child has created or has access to are easily found on their ‘profile’ area on
the app.

2 BRIT B 2> =

Aipsassie

This is what a profile looks like on tiktok.
You can see the your child's name and
username here.

To check how many accounts they have
linked by tapping on the small arrow next
to the username.

) Your orders

Hiv ) H Q

Switch account X
When you click on the arrow, this box
will appear.
If they have one account it will appear

g
v _ \/ like this exampl
] ple.
&} If they have multiple accounts, they will

appear below it. This is where your child
can also move between accounts.

-+ Add account
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WORLD BOOK DAY

Celebrating a Love of Reading

This week is World Book Day, which we are celebrating
on Friday 6" March!

Themed Lessons: KS2 pupils will enjoy a day of themed
lessons, focusing on books and reading.

Dressing up: Pupils in KS2 are invited to come to school
dressed as their favourite fictional character. (Please

note: if your child has PE on a Friday, please send them
in with their PE kit so that they can change for the
lesson).

KS3 and 4 students will have subject-linked reading
activities in their lessons.

And we have some fun activities to get involved in throughout the week

The Book Search
Teachers around the school are wearing purple lanyards
with book covers. Pick up a Search Sheet from the
Library and see if you can match the quote on the sheet
with the books being worn by the teachers!

The Masked Reader

Visit the Library to check out the Masked Reader board -
can you identify the teachers hiding behind their
favourite book?

Classroom Door Decoration

Decorate your classroom door in the theme of a book
cover. The best ones will win a prize!

Book Breakfast

Join us at 7.30 on Friday morning for a Book Breakfast in
the main hall: breakfast snacks and drinks will be
provided, all you need to bring is your favourite book!

Read For Good - Sponsored Readathon Reminder

This week is your final chance to submit payments for our Sponsored
Readathon - raising money for books and storytellers for children who are in
hospital long term.

Good luck everyone, and get reading!

To read more about the Readathon, please visit https://readforgood.org/
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ACHIEVEMENTS

All The World’s a Stage...

Islagh-Belle (Year 6) spent the half-term in rehearsals for her
show case with the Emil Dale Performing Arts Academy,
followed by performances both Saturday and Sunday. After
months of rehearsals she performed 5 different numbers. On
Sunday she even managed to squeeze a netball match for her
club, she played her position C for the majority of the match
and as the team was winning by a major margin she was put
into GA where she managed 2 goals , her team ended up

winning 29-0.

la Ville.”

amazing job!

And Pippa C (Year 9) also spent her half-term
week in the theatre, performing in Hitchin
Thespians’ production of Disney’s Beauty and

the Beast Jr. Pippa played one of the “Filles de

It was a super show and the whole cast did an

The curtain rises on our next
School Production:

24 and 25 March.
Tickets for the show will be
available via ParentMail

shortly.

Watch this space!
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KEY STAGE 2

Top Spelling Shed Groups® Top MathShed Groups®
EdShed Results e - ¢ oo

1 Blackman 26218464 1 Toliden 1.229.868
Well done to everyone who completed their 2 Austen 25,878,550 2 Pankhust 813957
Edshed homework this Week! i Shokespeare 23091016 3. Austen 595512

4 Pankhurst 22,740,650 4, Blackman 622,409

5 Tolkien 21811383 5 Angalou 344 545

6 Morpurgo 17534681 G, Zephanioh 83014
Here are the top scoring classes. p— o = B =

& Zephaniah 11,909,294 8. Hightingale [}

a Nightingale 8621046 9, Chaurchill 0

10, Turing 7608 BS2 10. Attenborough 4]

Year 6 Mock SATs

We have had a lovely end of the week in Year 6 by preparing for our
Mock SAT's with our revision days. Alongside some revision, pupils have
been developing their resilience and teamwork skills with a range of
activities. Happy Puzzle was a resounding success and thoroughly enjoyed

by all.

. .
On Monday 2" March, pupils will sit their Mock SATs during their morning

lessons. The aim of the week is to replicate what SATs will look like for them
in May so they will know what to expect and not be worried. Between
Monday and Thursday, pupils will be provided with a breakfast before the
tests. This does not mean they do not need to have breakfast at home, it's

just an extra to get them prepared. After each test, pupils will be given

biscuits — this is usually what they remember the most out of everything!

It is really important that all pupils are
present for these tests and we expect
100% attendance.

We know they will be amazing and this is

another chance for them to shine.



KEY STAGE 2

The Battle of the Bands

Another thrilling week of TTRS battles has taken place,

with some excellent scores:

Morpurgo 1981 vs 279 Austen
Blackman 706 vs 1087 Zephaniah
Tolkien 2394 vs 2223 Angelou
Nightingale 87 vs 1056 Churchill
Shakespeare 656 vs 260 Pankhurst
Attenborough 875 vs 906 Turing

The overall scoreboard currently looks like this:

Class Wins Defeats
Turing 4

Attenborough 1 3
Pankhurst 1 3
Nightingale 4
Churchill 2 2
Shakespeare 4

Angelou 1 3
Austen 1 3
Morpurgo 3 1
Blackman 4
Zephaniah 4

Tolkien 4

And the next round of battles have been announced:

Turing vs Shakespeare
Churchill vs Pankhurst
Nightingale vs Attenborough
Tolkien vs Morpurgo
Zephaniah vs Angelou
Blackman vs Austen

Good luck everyone!



KEY STAGE 2

We Are Sailing...

Attenborough Class made clay boats with decorated
sails to link with our book 'Kensuke's Kingdom'. The
class loved adding the sails to their boats and were

really proud of how fantastic they look!



STAGE 3 & 4

Homework - Years 7 & 8

Year 7 Homework Timetable

Subject Teachers Set Due Homework Tasks Duration
MCL, CCN, Various - pre reading and research
English SCS, HHE, Monday Monday an tapics which we are studying. 1 hour PW
LMN, NLE Some SENECA tasks.
SPL, CSN,
Maths %: z:‘:r Friday Friday Sparx maths 30 mins - Thour
RN
Egi' é’:ilg Varigus tasks - Knowludge P
Science HEK CA\" Menday Meonday organiser, creative task or google 1h
5K * farm revision quiz for each topic B
ERECBN ° 5 t5 tasks set on google classroom based
5 nce a week to W - R Bash e ;
Histary SBS fartnight complete ::‘n'h:‘::ml::y sl i) 30 s

Various tasks set on google
Geography | IPE, EIP, SES gr:e aht ! Melk:: classroom based on the topic they 30 mins
g R hawve been learning in the classroam
O P YRk Various tasks: eg. Quizlet, learning
Fremch DSDy, IPS vocabulary, answering guestions, 30-40 mins
waek complate warksheets, quizzes
DT/Food T Any lesson 1 wook to y :
Bilhaticn Miss Kinnear an::he completa Food- Sensary evaluation 20 minutes
entation
Art mz F;gx::;n Once per 1week to | Practical art tasks connected to the 30 minutes
? e half | ject.
s Whits alf term complete | current project
Mrs Brant & TS Two mandatory homewarks per unit

Computing | Miss All complete in Computing {6 units per year) 20 minutes:

McGuigan Optienal hemewerks for challenge.
Drama IMrs Jones Once per 1meik 1o Key tarm quizzes 10 minutes
half term complete
Year 8 Homework Timetable
Subject Teachers Set Due Homework Tasks Duration
SRS, MCL, Pro- raadi . S
1. POSITIVE  PREPARED - POLITE - PROUD - PERSEVERANT % POSITIVE  PREPARED - POLITE PROUD PERSEVERANT English RSN, CCN, | ponday Monday wr:ﬁa:;"sg“ﬁ;;s;a;r;:t;eﬁzg“&t T higiir.
y Our Act e Our Fut \ wning Our Act ur Fitis : LMN, 5C5, | Consclidation of leaming,
HHE
SPL, CSN, | ;
Maths OCE, DMN, | Friday Friday | Spar maths ‘WT;"""’ z
IMN, NRA | aur
) eas, by [ —— Knowdedge arganiser, 3 e
Science FCK, 5HS, Manday Manday reative task or google form revision quiz
HCK, CAY, lor each topic. Thout
JSK B
tasks set on google classroom based on
EBE, CBN, Once a 1 week to z i 2
Histary BE‘ Toredkic . | completa the topic they have boen learning in the 30 mins

lassraom,

Various tasks set on google classroom

30 mins ¢
| based on the topic they have been i

Onee a 1 week to

Geography | IPE EIP et |
fortnight Femiets | learning in the classroom, it
| Marious tasks eg: Quizlet, learning
French  [Dspips | Onceper | 1weekio bl o6t 3040 mins
' worksheets, quizzes.

DT/Food | Food 1 week to | ’ y
R i Miss Kinnear i completa i Food- Sensory evaluation. 20 minutes

MrsPoxson | Gnee per | 1 week to [ ractical art tasks connected to the .
it Mrs. Yc‘{"‘g half term | complete | current project. S0 miises

Mrs White: |

) {weekto | Two mandatory homewarks per unit in
Computing | Mrs Brant All complete Cemputing (6 units per year) Optional 20 minutes
homeworks for challange.

Drama Mrs Jones Once per 1 waek to | Key tarm quizzes 10 minutes

half term | complate |
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KEY STAGE 3 & 4

Homework - Years 9 & 10

Year 9 Homework Timetable

Subject Teachers Sat Due Homework Tasks Duration
SRS, MCL, Pre- reading & research into topics which

English SC5, RSN, Meonday Monday we will be studying. Some SENECA tasks. 1 hour
CCN, HHE Consclidation of leaming.
SPL, CSN, .

Maths OCE, DMN, | Friday Friday Spari roaths ’“‘;"""’ *
MM, NRA ol

15 EAS, JHL, Various tacks - Knowledge arganiser, 30 minutes -

Science FCK, SH5, Manday Monday h/we sheet, exam questions, revision “:m“
HCE, CAY cards, Seneca.

Tasks set on google classraom based on
EBE CBMN, Cince a 1wk to the topic they have been leaming in the

History SBS fortnight | complete | classraom. 30 mins
Warious tasks set on google classroom N
Geography | IPE, EIF g‘r’mg"m lo‘;‘:‘;’r‘;": based on the topic they have been mm"';;::"
tearning in the classroom.
Various tasks: Quizlet, learning
Franch DS, IPS x:: per l;:e}:‘? vocabulary, answering questions, 45 mins.
i worksheets, quizzes.
m'a i 8| iss Kinnear Eifi;m ;ﬂ"'me;::: Food. Saribry avaliation, 20 minutes
Art Mrs Poxson | Oince par 1wk to Practical art tasks connected to the 30 minutes
Mrs Young half tarm complete current praject.

" % 1 Two mandatory homewarks per unit in
Computing | Mrs Brant Al ﬂ;":"le': Computing (6 Lnits per year) Optional 20 minutes
P homewarks for challenge.

COnce per 1 waek to i g
Drama Mrs Jones half sem camplate Key term quizzes, 10 minutes
Year 10 Homework Timetable
Subject. Teachers | Set Due Homewerk Tasks Duration
RS, MCL, Rusearching tagics which we wil be lesmning about.
English RSN, 5C5, Monday Maonday Revision tasks to prepan for mock exams and 1 haur
CCM, EDN eonsalidate learning.
SPL CSN, "
. POSITIVE PREPARED POLITE PROUD PERSEVERANT .- POSITIVE PREPARED POLITE PROUD PERSEVERANT Maths OCE. DMN, | Friday Friday Spaex maths. 30 mins
iy Act g Our Fut 1 wiing Ach C o Eitis IV NRA Thaur
EAS, JH . \ 30
Sclence FCX, SHLS', Monday Manday ::"o,;’ s Knovda_ugeorgn_\nser._d Sense minutes-
HCK, CAY W sheet, exam questions, revsion cads & thaur
4 Tisks seton google clasroom based on the tapic they :
Histary EBECBN. | \Waakly ::“:,‘;: hive bean loaming in the classiom. e

B waekip | Verious tisks so1 on gosgle clusraam based an the
Goography | IPE EIP fortnight i topic they have been feaming in the clssroom 12 hours
PO | relyding revisian and practice sxam quostians,

French DSD,IPS, | Osceper | weakto | Various tisks: Quizlat, leaming vocabulary, answaring s
Vi weak camplote questions, warkshaots, quizzes, revision, axam practios,
t ok Tasks to wipsort the lesming in class,
oT MirFleckney | W00 dter Exam question peactice, e
i R hand design tatks for 4

setting

Tasks to wpport the development of the students’
inios

portolios, fr exarple

M Possen 1 waek o o NP 4
Art Every wiek lessons q. taking photos, anist research ate, workirg | 12 hours
Mn‘oung OMBIE | o artvorks that have bean started in dhass ard
prasenting work into sketchbooks.

o Miss 10B-Thury | 108- Thues | Business zontaxt rasearch task building a bark af mini | g0
McGuigor | 10D Tues WD-Turs | case studes of businesses of thair cheica).
Philosophy M Calfins Monday Maonday Propello task ¢ smilar revision sctivity. 30 Mins
BTECIT Mrs Brant | 1084T lo":;‘:: Weekly Know It All Minja leaming and guiz. 20 mirs
104 :
. Wi Mon/Thiis | week o | Food- Sensory svahistion for pecticl, L
Kirnenr L] tomplete | Theory based exam styb questions. 0
Weds/Thars 2
minutes
§ Tvaa A content - recap of learning within class, &8 mark 30
GCSE PE MrDavson | Friday m"“ “: oam sty quasions, case studes linked to curant minutes -
pie s in sport. 1 hour
i ;. 10
When Tweekw | L g lines, key 1 , sat teat k diy i
b M donm | e comgdate | tasks, greup rehearsals. i
o 1 how
Musie Tim Wead Monday Monday Practice Journal, Listening questions.
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KEY STAGE 3 & 4

Homework - Year 11

Year 11 Homework

Subject Teachers Set Due Homework Tasks Duration
SRS, MCL, Revision and consolidation tasks to prepare
English RSN, EDN, Monday | Monday for mocks and GCSEs. 2 Hours
CCN
SPL,CSN . .
Maths DMF\I, JM’N Friday Friday Sparx Maths 1lhour
EAS,JHL,FCK, Various tasks - Knowledge organiser, 30 minutes -
Science SHS, HCK, Monday | Monday hiw sheet, exam gquestions, revision cards, 1hour
CAY seneca.
Tasks set on google classroom based on the
EBE CBN, 1week to | topic they have been learning in the s
Hsta Ry SBS weekly complete | classroom. A0mins=Ihf
Ofcaa Various tasks set on google classroom
; 1week to | based on the topic they have been learning :
SRR |PE, EIP Torknight complete | inthe classroom. Including revision and i=2hours
practice exam questions.
Various tasks eg: Quizlet, learning
French IPS, VLS Ghosger| Lweskto vocabulary, answering questions, 1 hour
week complete : b .
worksheets, quizzes, revision, exam practice
To continue with the NEA design folder.
1 week Completing pages from the lessons and
DT Mr Fleckney 5\}1‘;?: after acu:g on teacher feedback to support the 1-2 hours
settin WO
g GCSE Mock paper practice prior to
scheduled mock exams.
Tasks to support the development of the
students’ coursework/exam portfolios, for
Art Mrs Poxson | EVerY lweekto | example preparing for lessons e.g. taking T
week complete | photos, artist research etc., working on
artworks that have been started in class
and presenting work into sketchbooks.
When Learning lines, key term quizzes, set text 10 minutes
Drama Mrs Jones required 1 week knowledge tasks, group rehearsals. to 1 hour
: Business context research task (building a
Business E'CSGSLIE i E:d’;lm :,‘:,L:;SHD bank of mini case studies of businesses of 20mins
& their choice).
BTECIT Mrs Brant 1B/IT 1 week to Wee:k!y Know It All Ninja learning and quiz. 20-40 mins
complete | Revision tasks.
; ; 20 minutes
11C Mon/ Food- Sensory evaluation for practicals 30 minutes
Eood Miss Kinnear Thurs 1week to | Theory based exam style questions Time limit
11D Tues/ | complete | COURSEWORK also will have homework illb :
Weds attached to it Wi DRRRTn
: lesson
AQ1 content - recap of learning within class, . .
GCSE PE Mr Nicholl Friday 1 wedk t 6-8 mark exam style questions, case studies A0 Rilkutes
complete | . . : 1 hour
linked to current issues in sport.
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KEY STAGE 3 & 4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions

To support our Year 11 pupils with their ongoing examination preparation, subject interventions will be running as per
the timetable below.
We greatly value your support and encourage you to speak with your child about the importance of attending their

intervention sessions and positively engaging with the reward card initiatives.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
English English (SRS) English (SRS) | Science (EAS)
Prep (SRS) 216 216 216 250 _
(8.00- Year 11
8.40) Geography Maths Geography Science (JHL) Assembly
(IPE) 231 {SPL} 233 (IPE) 231 201
Science (FCK) Science (SHS)
251 224
Business French (VLS) History (CBN) BTEC DIT
Lunch Studies (NMN) 157 106 (EBT) 140
(1.30- 141
2.00) French (IPS) Maths FSMQ
Maths (CSN) 039 (SPL) 233
239
Maths (DMN)
238
Art, Craft and Geography Compulsory Drama (LJS)
Period 7 Design (KPN) (EIP} 230 triple science | Drama Studio
(3.05- 126 lesson (SHS) | Staff Training
4.00)
DT (WFY) 052
PE (RNL) 204
Food
(HKR) 204

Year 10 Work Experience

Work experience week commences 29th June.

Emma, our careers adviser, has contacted a few local companies with some potential opportunities for the work

placement.

Ashe Group are a construction company based in Hitchin. They can offer one student a rotational week, spending half
a day with different departments, including estimating, planning, design, procurement, surveying, roofing, business
support and marketing, to gain a full overview of the business. The student will need to be able to get to offices in

Hitchin, which are just round the corner from the train station.

There are also potential placements at a children's nursery in Letchworth working with babies to 3 year olds.

Please do email me at efuller@bestacademies.org.uk with the student's details and why they are interested in the

placement.

If your copany is able to offer a student a placement, we would be delighted to discuss this with you! Please

contact Emma if you're able to help!


mailto:efuller@bestacademies.org.uk

KEY STAGE 3 & 4

Food and Nutrition Update

Year 10 made cheesecakes this week and had free reign on what flavours they would like to create for their dish! We
saw a lot of the popular biscuits we all know and love (Biscoff and Oreo) and seeing different styles of presentation

showed they were really thinking about how it would look and taste as a finished dish.

Star Bakers:

Brodie R - for really thinking about his flavours within his Chocolate Orange Cheesecake. Adding zest to his biscuit
layer was a great idea.

Jamie M - A molten mouth-watering topping to his Biscoff Cheesecake that invites you in for a swim... | mean slice @




SPORTS NEWS

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

3rd- Y7 Rugby 3rd- U13 Football Vs 4th- Y5-Y8 X- |
Vs Parkfields County Great Ouse Country g
(H) Netball Academy (H) . @Chicksands
@Bedford
_Academy

5th- Y8
Rugby Vs
Henlow (H)

5th- Y5/6 5th- ¥ 6th. Y6
Girls Football Badminton
Vs Arnold (H) Trip (INVITE |

ONLY) . @Alameda

Rugby
Festival

Winter Sport

A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is
unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit,
even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before
returning to class.

As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football
boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for
anyone taking part in football or hockey.

You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).

PE & Sports Update: A Fantastic Start to the Half Term!

What an amazing start to the second half of the spring term! It has been fantastic to see our students
engaging with new sports during their PE lessons and representing the school so brilliantly in our recent

fixtures. Here is a roundup of our latest sporting news:

Y7 Boys Reach the County Cup Final! A huge congratulations to our Y7 boys football team who have reached
the County Cup Final! This is an amazing achievement and a true testament to the hard work, perseverance,
and excellent attitude they have shown in every game up to this point. They secured their spot by beating a
strong Manshead team in a hard-fought semi-final. The game was scrappy at times, but our work rate and
endeavour were outstanding. The match went down to penalties, with all 5 of our takers scoring! A special
mention goes to Joseph S for scoring the winning penalty and Jamie M for making an outstanding save with
his feet. Further special mentions go to Chris F, Henry M-P, and Eoin H, who were excellent throughout the

game.

We look forward to facing either Etonbury or Alameda in the final. A big thank you also goes to our Y10 GCSE
PE students, Mylo G and Zac J, who helped officiate the game.
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https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf

SPORTS NEWS

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

KS2 Girls Football Well done to our KS2 girls football team who played their first game of the season against
RBA last night. Miss Jack was incredibly impressed with their attitude, and the team is already looking forward

to their next game!

Strong Start to the Rugby Season: The rugby season is officially underway, and it has been wonderful to see
some new faces joining the Y7 and Y8 boys teams. Both year groups have had an excellent start, with the Y7
team beating Arnold and the Y8 team securing a win against Marston Vale. We hope to keep this positive

momentum going as the boys continue to develop their rugby skills in both lessons and competitive games.

Y4 Football Festival & Sports Leaders: We recently hosted a Y4 football festival, welcoming our feeder schools
to Pix Brook to play games against one another. There was a wonderfully positive atmosphere throughout the
event. We are incredibly proud of our Y8 sports leaders who ran the event and officiated to a very high

standard. Thank you to Miss Jack for organizing such a successful festivall

Upcoming Opportunities
We have a busy and exciting week ahead for our students:
« Badminton Trip: Students will be heading to Birmingham for the All England Open (invite only).
+ Cross Country: An upcoming competition at Chicksands for our Y5-Y8 students (invite only).
+ Bedfordshire Darts Academy (Thursday, 5th March, 3pm): The academy is coming into school! This
opportunity to play darts and work with the academy is open to all students. Action Required: Anyone

interested in taking part needs to come to the PE office to sign up.

A reminder that our clubs are open to all students. We want everyone to have the opportunity to give sports

a go, regardless of experience.

Please note the following kit requirements to ensure student safety and facility protection:
+ After-School Clubs: Full PE kit must be worn.
+ Before-School & Lunchtime Clubs: Students do not need to change into PE kit, but trainers are mandatory.

+ Please note: Students without trainers will not be allowed in the sports hall.

Year 7 Rugby Match Report
Pix Brook Academy vs Arnold Academy (Away)

Pix Brook Academy’s Year 7 rugby team kicked off their season in fantastic style with an impressive away

victory against Arnold Academy in the very first match of the year.

What makes this win even more special is that 10 out of the 14 players had never played a competitive game
of rugby before. Despite this, the team showed outstanding determination, teamwork, and resilience
throughout the match. From the first whistle to the last, every player gave 100%, demonstrating great tackling,

strong running, and excellent support play.

Pix Brook worked tirelessly in both attack and defence. Communication improved as the game went on, and
confidence grew with every phase of play. For many players, this was their first experience of match-day

nerves — but they rose to the challenge brilliantly.

Player of the Game Awards

3rd Place: Henry — for his consistent effort and determination all over the pitch.

2nd Place: Cooper - for strong carries and excellent defensive work.

1st Place: Chris — for an outstanding all-round performance and leadership during the game.

Honourable Mention: Lucien — for fantastic effort and commitment.
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SPORTS NEWS

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

Every single player should be extremely proud of their performance. The teamwork, positive attitude, and

sportsmanship on display were brilliant to see, especially so early in the season.

The celebrations continued long after the final whistle, with a loud and joyful sing-along on the minibus

journey home — the perfect ending to a memorable first game!

A huge well done to the entire squad. What a way to start the season!

Year 8 Rugby Match Report
Pix Brook Academy vs Marsten Vale Middle School (Away)

A fantastic performance from the Year 8 boys saw Pix Brook Academy secure a dominant 75-10 victory over

Marston Vale Middle School in an outstanding display of school rugby.

From the first whistle, Pix Brook set the tone with relentless energy and physicality. Raw athleticism across the
pitch allowed the team to break the gain line time and time again, while excellent support play ensured that
every line break turned into points. The offloading game was particularly impressive, with players constantly

backing each other up and keeping the ball alive.

Defensively, the boys showed great determination, working hard to close down space and making strong,
confident tackles. Even when Marston Vale managed to score, the response from Pix Brook was immediate,

with the team maintaining focus and intensity throughout.

Player of the Game Awards:

3rd — Thomas
2nd - Jaiden
1st — Ben

All three made huge contributions, but every single player played their part in what was a true team

performance.

Most importantly, the game was played in exactly the right spirit, with respect shown by both sides
throughout. Mr Dawson was extremely proud of the effort, teamwork and attitude displayed by the boys.

There will undoubtedly be tougher challenges ahead, but this was a brilliant start to the season and a

performance the team can build on with confidence.

Year 8 Rugby Match Report

A fantastic performance from the Year 8 boys saw Pix Brook
Academy secure a dominant 75-10 victory over Marston Vale

Middle School in an outstanding display of school rugby.
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

H M Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
CI u bs and SOCIGtIeS a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change

termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

)i Before school Lunch 1-12:40-13:10 Lunch 2 - 13:30 — 14:00 (KS3) After School: 15:05 - 16:00
s 7.45-8:15 (K52) No need to get changed Other fixtures will take place during the
7 No need to get changed term - this may affect the club timetable
Y5/6/10 - NETBALL TRAINING [PSU)
: _ N Monday ¥5/6 - GIRLS FOOTBALL TRAINING (AJK)
D" ¥5/6 - BOYS FOOTBALL TRAINING {SPE/SLY)
¥11-GCSE PE INTERVENTION (RML)
[¥] ¥8/10 - RUGEY TRAINING [MDN)
S Y5 - FOOTRALL FIXTURES
~
_—
o K52 - BASKETBALL Y55 -TABLE TEMNIS ¥7 - INTER-FORM BASKETBALL ¥7/8 - RUGBY TRAIMING (MODN)
,E Tuesday SPORTSHALL (RNL) MAIN HALL (5LY) SPORTSHALL (RNL) ¥7/8 - GIRLS FOOTBALL TRAINING (AJK)
i ¥9/10/11 - HANDBALL (RNL)
[y Y& - TABLE TENNIS Y10 NETBALL FIXTURES
o DIRNCE STUDIOD (15K)
=
(5]
;= K53/4 - BADMINTON YE/9 - BADMINTON ¥5/6 - RUGEY TRAINING (OCL)
o Wednesday SPORTSHALL (RNL) Sports hall (J5K) ¥5/6 NETBALL FIXTURES
o INVITE ONLY
": GLSE PE WORKSHOPS
o INVITE ONLY
= (ROOM 206) (RNL)
-
B
5 ¥10/11 - GCSE PE TABLE TENNIS GCSE PE MODERATION SESSIONS (RNL/MDN/PSU)
o Thursday MAIN HALL (MDN} STAFF MEETINGS
]
E ¥& - INTER-FORM BASKETBALL
= SPORTSHALL (RNL)
w
GCSE PETABLE TENNIS ¥ - TABLE TENNIS
< Friday
=] MAIN HALL (AIK) MAIN HALL MDN)
a.
GCSE ACRO-GYMNASTICS / DANCE ¥E - FUTSAL
DAMCE STUDIO (PSL) SPORTSHALL{WRE]
INVITE ONLY
Lunch 1= 12:40 - 13:10 (K52 Lunch 2 = 13:30 = 14:00 (K53) After School: 15:05= 16:00
¥533 Code Club K53 and K34 Prap, Set and Costume Design
Monday 140 (EBT) 126KPN
Dance Club
O Dance Studio [LIS)
=~
=1
~ K52 Top Trumps K53/48 Orama Club (Pix Brook Players)
= Tuesday 107 {EMY) Main Hall LIS)
7]
Ll K52 Coding Club Year 5 Homework Club
i 140 [EBT) Wanr 5 classroams
=
s
—_ K52 Mindfulness ¥$3 etparts ¥ear § Homewark Club
E Wednesday 110(ces) 140 (Ea7) Year & classrooms
2 Wenr T Homework Club
o Reoam 206
&
—= Top Trumps Whole schoof choir
= Thursday W) Music Room [TWD)
R
E K52 EdShed
H’ D1E{0CL)
E Drawing Club
= 127 (MYG)
L
g
==} Frirh'f Games Club Y10 & 11 GCSE Art Chub
o 015 (SPE 127 (MYG]

.
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MUSIC AT PBA

Drum Lessons

Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to
students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson - beccadrums@gmail.com

Singing Lessons
| have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all
ages in a wide range of musical styles.
My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public
exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a
range of reputable post-school institutions.
For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or
contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Piano Lessons

Pies Lesgongs

Boris Peck Is a classically-trained
conductor, violinist and pianist offering
in-school piano lessons. ./’

Brass and Wind Lessons

Spaces are currently available for new
students. Weekly lessons (20 or 30

Ve
minute sessions) will be taught on one of
the keyboards in school. 29
e 1
Please contact Boris via email at g
boris_peck@hotmail.com, or phone 07884 057278 ]
for mare information. i e L o e e 4
I your child is interested in starting lessons, please let me knaw by email e i
(nweed@bestacademies.org.uhl f 2 -
ifth we wil o e ° e ol
Thank hes enciting » .
We are excited to be looking at offering lessons in Q@Q

brass and wind instruments in school.
If you would be interested in signing your child up for
lessons, please contact Mr Weed:

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk
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SAFGUARDING, WELLBEING AND SEN

School Sateguarding Team

If you have any concerns, please contact our

Pix Brook Academy

Safeguarding Team

We are here to keep you safe

Safeguarding Team.

Wha can you speak to if you feel worried?
Any Adult
Our Dedicated Safeguarding Lead or Any Deputy Safeguarding Lead
Their special job is to listen, support and help you at any time of the school day.

If you feel unsafe ar you have any warries/cancerns that you feel you cannot speak to a
member of staff about, you can send an email to: pha-safe@bestacademies.org.uk

Ll Ll
Online Safeguarding
You can spezk to us:

« ¥ youfeel upset or worried about anything at all (even if you think it's nat

entally

w 1‘ | . ed ta dot
{ o you witho parmission
o you feel unsafe h e or whan you are cut and about

« Hyou feel unc way

Mrs Smith
Dealgnatsd
Safeguarding
Land « # you are scared or

f you know of an.

they have tald yoi

s worried, upset or being burt {oven if

rety

Mrs Dapimn Nes Hepworth
Daputy Dosignated Chupraty Gwugnated Dap
Safeguardisg Sfoguarding Sofeinard fesarkis
Laad [5LT) Load (5LT) Laasd Ymnr § d d ead Yoar

Sifeguarding

Mr Fluckney
Deputy Desigeaned
Safuguarding
Sat o
Vo Youch Lead Yoar 1
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Mental Health Information BEST Parents Mindfulness Course

Talking to Your

Wermme FREE Mindfulness Course
REEeth

for Parents & Carers

INTRODUCING MINDFULNESS IN 5 ONLINE SESSIONS

Open to ALL Parents & Carers of BEST students, this course providas
a taste of mindfulness, exploring key themes and practices

10 SURPREOIT You In your everyddy life

v Improve your sense of wellbeing « cultivate caim and sell-compassion
Reduce stress and anxiety « learn to manage thoughts and emotions skitfully

® B more present and effective « lve life mare intantionally, less reactivaly

SPRING TERM 2026 DATES
Thursdays: Feb 26« Mar i« 120« 191 « 260

Chocose your preferred time:

with Wit George 12.45pm-130pm of &.30pm-7.45pm

BEST Mmdtainess Cascn

Ivel Valley Family Bulletin

Click here to access the bulletin online

TO REGISTER

; Fale, &
and view the course inlroduction video 4
BEST

visit org.uk.



https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/1DEEE75F0CDEEA8CEABBA5F30E1F25605A4018CD8226F268799CB88E1AC12103/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/LE35

DIARY & TERM DATES

2026

March
Monday 2" to Thursday 5" Mock SATs for Year 6
Thursday 5% Vaccinations for Year 8
Friday 6th Celebrating World Book Day - Whole School
Tuesday 10" & Wednesday 11%" FAB Science Workshop for Years 5 & 6
Monday 16% Planetarium Visit for Year 5
Thursday 19" Year 7 Progress Event (early finish years 7-11)
Friday 20™ DofE Silver Award
Wednesday 25" and Thursday 26 Progress Evening Year 6
Friday 27* End of Term
NB: No PBA Extra. School closes early.
May
Monday 11" - Thursday 14* Year 6 SATs

COMMUNITY

ROYAL

ROYAL > 3

LIFE SAVING 5 LIFE SAVING 5

SOCIETY UK S\‘\’IET 'I;H ‘lIEING SOCIETY UK S\‘\’IET 'I;H ‘lIEING
i ' i '

RLSS National Pool Lifeguard RLSS National Pool Lifeguard
ification (NPLQ) ____ ification (NPLQ) —

Gain the essential skills and knowledge needed to wark as a poal Gain the essential skills and knowledge neaded to wark as a poeol
lifegueard. This internationally recognized gualification is a must-have for Ufeguard. This Internationally recognized gqualification s a must-have for
anyane Ioaking to wark in leisure centres, swimming pools, and aguatic anyare Ioaking to wark in leisure contres, swimming pools, and aguatic
wvenues, The NPLQ course |s also worth B UCAS points! wvenues, The NPLQ course |s alse warth B UCAS polnts!

Hn =28 March - 2™ april 2026 o -
3!5[ MAHEH - ? Apml 77 - 11% April 2026 Tuesday 7 - Saturday 11% April 2026
o = 30" May 2026 Beechwood Park School, St Albans, AL3 8AW
10am-3pm EBch courss unl Bedford Schiool and costs £294 9-6pm each day and costs £299
7-14 Years Only Engulre today - training@swiltswimmers.co.uk Engulre today - training@swiftswimmers.co.uk

Developing Core Skills

' barRRACUDAS

= Match Pla
: ACTIVITY DAY CAMPS

AT A SCHOOL
NEAR YOI?(I)N 2025 '

USE CODE SCHOOL20 FOR AN
Book Now EXTRA £20 OFF YOUR BOOKING!

& www.midbedsfutsal.couk i a2 e e s e e s et it e e e

@ 4 to 14 year olds!

@© 80+ Activities!

® Choice each session!
® Specialist Courses!

@ Flexible bookings! AP \/ OFSTED REGISTERED

@ barracudas.co.uk b A \ 9.00 Eﬂg
- 01480 467 567
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ATTENDANCE TRIANGLE
WHERE ARE YOU?

YELLOW GROUP

13 8040 s .

Contacting School

A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

Reporting an Absence

Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

on 01462 416243.

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

UK Health
Security
Agency

Should | keep my

child off

school?

Yes

Chideenpox
Diarrhoea and Vomiting

Cald and Flulike ilincas
(Imchuding COVID-19)

Until...

at |east 5§ days from the onset of the rash and
unitil all blistess have coustad over

48 hours after their last epacde

thay ne longer have 3 high temperaturg and
fee] well enough 16 attend. Follaw the natianal
puedance if they've tested postive for COVID-15.

thwir sores hae crusted and healed, or a8 hours

Mmpatin Biter they started angbictics
Moasles A days atter the rash first appeared
Muarrypes 5 days after the swelling started
Scabies they'va had their fisst treatment
Scarfet Fever

Whaopng Cough

No

24 haurs atter they started teking antibiotics

48 hours after they started faling antibistics

but make sure you let their school or nursery

know about...
Hand. foot and mouth
Haad lica

Threadweorms.

Glandular fever
Torsilltis

Slapped cheek

[ ;

NHS |

Advice and guidance
Te find out more, search far
health protection in schools
or scan the QR code or visit
https:(/qreo.de/minfec,

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school
please ensure that you bring it to the main office
and fill out the required forms. Children are not
permitted to carry medication around the
school.

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine
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REGULAR REMINDERS

Menus

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

Me ]1,],{ https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?
title=Qur+Food+Provision&pid=40

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road
junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection ; '\!0
time.
This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create PARQ{ING
hazards for both children and drivers. We would also remind you ; : I :

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding.

No Nuts, Please

Please be reminded that we are a nut aware school: please
do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack
or packed lunch. This includes Nutella.

Thank you.

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not
permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people
suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only.

Use of the Cycle Paths

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after
school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of
the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.

Road Safety

Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on
a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school
run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue.
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BEST CALENDAR

BEST Academic Calendar 2025/2026 l '4* *‘,
School Holiday [ Bank Holiday Pupil Day | Training Day. BE%T
_ — BEDFORDSHIRE
September 2025 | October 2025 | November 2025
'8 |15]| 22) 29 Mon | |6 |13]20 Mon| |3 |10(47)|24
Tue 'a |16)23l@0] | |Tue ; 21 Tue i EE
“Wed Wed |1 Wed 26
Thu |4 18| 28 Thu |2 | Thu 27
Fri | 5 |12]19) 2 Fri | Fri 7 28
Sat | 6 | 13 Sat Sat |1 29
Sun |7 | 14 Sun Sun | 2 30
L | 19| 26 Mon Mon Mon
Tue 6 | 13| 20| 27 Tue | Tue Tue :
Wed 7 | 14| 21| 28] Wed | Wed Wed |1}
Thu [1 |8 |15] 22| 29 Thu | Thu Thu (249 |
Sat |3 | 10| 17| 24| 31 Sat Sat Sat
Sun |4 | 11]| 18| 25 Sun Sun Sun
Ju
Men 4 11 |18 |25 Mon |[1]8 Man Mon |3
Tue 5 26 Tue |2] 89 Tue Tue d
Wed 6 13 |2 g_ Wed | 8 Wed [1 Wed
Thu 7 (14 |2 —' Thu |4 | 11 Thu |2 Thu
Fri 8 22 ﬁ_ Fri Fri |80} Fri T
Sat |2 |9 |16 |23 |30 Sat Sat |4 Sat (1|8 |15
Sun |3 [10(17 [2a 31| | [Sun|7]14] 21 Sun |5 Sun2]9 [16

Term 1 = 75 days. Term 2 - 55 days. Term 3 - 85 days. = 195,
Pupll contact will amount to 190 of the 195 days. Schools will be closed on 5 of the 195 days. In accordance with Teachers' Conditions of Service, five days will be used to enable teacher training to take

place.

Training days set are as follows: 1° Seplember 2025, 2™ September 2025, 5 January 2026 and 13" April 2026. Training day 5 will be made up of several twilight sesslons determined by individual
schoaols.

BEST Academic Calendar 2026/2027 '.i * *
School Holiday [_,| Bank Holiday Pupil Day | . Training Day. BEST

September 2026 December 2026
ERELED Mon| |72 |8 |46(23 |30 | Mon| |7 |14[21]28
: Tue | |3 |10 9724 Tue [1]8 | 15| 22|29
Wed| |4 | 11| 18|25 | Wed| 2|8 | 16] 23] 30| |
5 [ 12] 18] Thu [ 3] 10] 17| 24] 31
6 |13] 20 Fii |[4]11]18]
7 21 Sat |5 19
Sun | 6| 13| 20( 27 8 22 Sun| 6 20
April
Man |25 Mon ; a[26
Tue 3 | 26 Tue 2T
Wed g 27 Wed | 28
Tha | 0] |28 Thu (1] 8 [
Fri ; |29 Fri |2 16| 23|30
Sat 9 30 Sat |3 (10 17| 24
Sun |3 | 10] 17| 24| 31 Sun |4 | 11| 18| 25
May 2027 — ]
Maon 24 |31 | 14] 21| 28] 5 [12]19] 26 Mon 23[30
Tue 125 T8 [5]22[28] | [Tue | [6 [13|20]27| | [T HE
Wed 26 wed [ 219 | 16] 23| 30 wed| |7 | 14]21 |28 Wed ;
Thu 2T Thu [ 3] 10| 17| 24| Thu [1] & |15 Thu
Fri 28 Fri [4]11] 18] a5 Fri |28 Fri
sat |1 29 Sat 12| 19] 26 sat |3 |10 Sat
sun | 2 in Sun 13| 200 27 sun |4 | 11 sun

Pupi| Contact Daya: Term 1 =70 days. Term 2 =53 days. Teern 3- 67 days. = 190
In aCcorgance with Teachers’ Condtzons of Service, five days will b2 used in sddition 1o the 120 pupi! contadt days 1o enable teacher training 10 Take place.

Training days set are as follows: 3 Septamber 2026, 4 Seprember 2026, 4 January 2027 and 9 April 2027, Training day 5 will be made up of several twilight sessions determined by indhadual
schools.

Please note: all our term dates are available on our website:_https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates
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