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PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN
A message from Mrs Linehan

It has been a real pleasure to welcome everyone back to school after the February half-term break.
With the early signs of spring beginning to appear—lighter mornings, brighter afternoons and the
first hints of blossom – it feels a really positive time to be in school. 

I must begin with a massive thank you to all the staff and students who attended the PBA ski trip; it
was a huge success and a fantastic experience for everyone involved. The teamwork, resilience and
good humour shown throughout made the team incredibly proud. Planning is already underway for
February 2028, with more information to follow shortly—we can’t wait to build on this year’s
success.

Next week, our Year 6 pupils will be preparing to take their mock SATs. They have approached their
revision with maturity and determination, supported by a number of focused revision sessions this
week alongside engaging workshops and activities delivered by Happy Puzzle. As always, we remind
them that our only expectation is that they try their very best. It is absolutely okay to make mistakes
—this is how we learn and improve. We wish every one of them the very best of luck next week and
know they will do themselves proud.

As many of you know, 2026 is the National Year for Reading, and Mrs Wright and Mrs Coulthard are
busy planning a wide range of exciting activities for our pupils. To celebrate World Book Day, there
will be quizzes and competitions, themed lessons and the much-anticipated KS2 Dress Up Day on
Friday 6  March. Next Friday also sees Mrs Daplyn and I hosting the Book Breakfast from 7:30am—
arriving in full costume—and we hope to see many of our book enthusiasts there to start the day with
a shared love of reading. If you haven’t already, we encourage everyone to trade in their book
voucher and embark on a new reading adventure.

th

Earlier this week, we distributed the BEST survey as part of the Trust’s “Big Listen” work, marking its
10-year anniversary. Your voice is incredibly important and we are grateful for the time you take to
share your thoughts and experiences. The link can be found here:
https://forms.gle/QFx7o2dEnGQChoD9A

Thank you, as always, for your continued support, encouragement and partnership. 

https://forms.gle/QFx7o2dEnGQChoD9A


1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

Social Media Safety - a Guide for Parents

We know that monitoring children’s social media use—
especially platforms such as TikTok—can feel almost
impossible at times, but we strongly encourage families
to continue doing all they can to safeguard and guide
their child’s online behaviours. Below you will find a
supportive poster with some practical top tips, and
would also ask that you regularly check your child’s
accounts, as families have reported fake profiles and
negative comments that do not reflect our values; it is
particularly important to ensure your child is not
operating multiple accounts.



1 . W O R L D  B O O K  D A Y

Celebrating a Love of Reading

This week is World Book Day, which we are celebrating
on Friday 6  March!th

Themed Lessons: KS2 pupils will enjoy a day of themed
lessons, focusing on books and reading.

Dressing up: Pupils in KS2 are invited to come to school
dressed as their favourite fictional character. (Please
note: if your child has PE on a Friday, please send them
in with their PE kit so that they can change for the
lesson). 

KS3 and 4 students will have subject-linked reading
activities in their lessons. 

And we have some fun activities to get involved in throughout the week

The Book Search
Teachers around the school are wearing purple lanyards
with book covers. Pick up a Search Sheet from the
Library and see if you can match the quote on the sheet
with the books being worn by the teachers!

The Masked Reader

Visit the Library to check out the Masked Reader board -
can you identify the teachers hiding behind their
favourite book?

Classroom Door Decoration

Decorate your classroom door in the theme of a book
cover. The best ones will win a prize!

Book Breakfast

Join us at 7.30 on Friday morning for a Book Breakfast in
the main hall: breakfast snacks and drinks will be
provided, all you need to bring is your favourite book!

This week is your final chance to submit payments for our Sponsored

Readathon - raising money for books and storytellers for children who are in

hospital long term. 

Good luck everyone, and get reading!

To read more about the Readathon, please visit https://readforgood.org/

Read For Good - Sponsored Readathon Reminder

https://readforgood.org/


1 . ACHIEVEMENTS

All The World’s a Stage...

Islagh-Belle (Year 6) spent the half-term in rehearsals for her

show case with the Emil Dale Performing Arts Academy,

followed by performances both Saturday and Sunday. After

months of rehearsals she performed 5 different numbers. On

Sunday she even managed to squeeze a netball match for her

club, she played her position C for the majority of the match

and as the team was winning by a major margin she was put

into GA where she managed 2 goals , her team ended up

winning 29-0.

And Pippa C (Year 9) also spent her half-term

week  in the theatre, performing in Hitchin

Thespians’ production of Disney’s Beauty and

the Beast Jr. Pippa played one of the “Filles de

la Ville.” 

It was a super show and the whole cast did an

amazing job!

School Production

The curtain rises on our next

School Production: 

24  and 25  March. th th

Tickets for the show will be

available via ParentMail

shortly.

Watch this space!



K E Y  S T A G E  2

We have had a lovely end of the week in Year 6 by preparing for our

Mock SAT’s with our revision days. Alongside some revision, pupils have

been developing their resilience and teamwork skills with a range of

activities. Happy Puzzle was a resounding success and thoroughly enjoyed

by all.

EdShed Results

Well done to everyone who completed their

EdShed homework this week!

Here are the top scoring classes. 

Year 6 Mock SATs

On Monday 2  March, pupils will sit their Mock SATs during their morning

lessons. The aim of the week is to replicate what SATs will look like for them

in May so they will know what to expect and not be worried. Between

Monday and Thursday, pupils will be provided with a breakfast before the

tests. This does not mean they do not need to have breakfast at home, it’s

just an extra to get them prepared. After each test, pupils will be given

biscuits – this is usually what they remember the most out of everything!

nd

It is really important that all pupils are

present for these tests and we expect

100% attendance.

We know they will be amazing and this is

another chance for them to shine. 



K E Y  S T A G E  2

The Battle of the Bands

Another thrilling week of TTRS battles has taken place,

with some excellent scores:

Morpurgo 1981 vs 279 Austen

Blackman 706 vs 1087 Zephaniah

Tolkien 2394 vs 2223 Angelou

Nightingale 87 vs 1056 Churchill

Shakespeare 656 vs 260 Pankhurst

Attenborough 875 vs 906 Turing

The overall scoreboard currently looks like this:

Turing vs Shakespeare
Churchill vs Pankhurst
Nightingale vs Attenborough
Tolkien vs Morpurgo
Zephaniah vs Angelou
Blackman vs Austen

And the next round of battles have been announced: 

Good luck everyone!



K E Y  S T A G E  2

We Are Sailing...

Attenborough Class made clay boats with decorated

sails to link with our book 'Kensuke's Kingdom'. The

class loved adding the sails to their boats and were

really proud of how fantastic they look!



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 7 & 8



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 9 & 10



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Year 11



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions
To support our Year 11 pupils with their ongoing examination preparation, subject interventions will be running as per

the timetable below. 

We greatly value your support and encourage you to speak with your child about the importance of attending their

intervention sessions and positively engaging with the reward card initiatives.

Year 10 Work Experience

Work experience week commences 29th June. 

Emma, our careers adviser, has contacted a few local companies with some potential opportunities for the work

placement. 

Ashe Group are a construction company based in Hitchin. They can offer one student a rotational week, spending half

a day with different departments, including estimating, planning, design, procurement, surveying, roofing, business

support and marketing, to gain a full overview of the business. The student will need to be able to get to offices in

Hitchin, which are just round the corner from the train station.

There are also potential placements at a children's nursery in Letchworth working with babies to 3 year olds.

Please do email me at efuller@bestacademies.org.uk with the student's details and why they are interested in the

placement.  

If your copany is able to offer a student a placement, we would be delighted to discuss this with you! Please

contact Emma if you’re able to help!

mailto:efuller@bestacademies.org.uk


K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Food and Nutrition Update
Year 10 made cheesecakes this week and had free reign on what flavours they would like to create for their dish! We

saw a lot of the popular biscuits we all know and love (Biscoff and Oreo) and seeing different styles of presentation

showed they were really thinking about how it would look and taste as a finished dish. 

Star Bakers: 

Brodie R - for really thinking about his flavours within his Chocolate Orange Cheesecake. Adding zest to his biscuit

layer was a great idea. 

Jamie M - A molten mouth-watering topping to his Biscoff Cheesecake that invites you in for a swim… I mean slice 😊



S P O R T S  N E W S

Winter Sport
A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is

unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit,

even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before

returning to class.

As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football

boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for

anyone taking part in football or hockey.

You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

3 rd -  Y 7  R u g b y
V s  P a r k f i e l d s

( H )

3 rd -  U 1 3
C o u n t y
N e t b a l l

@ B e d f o rd
A c a d e m y

3 rd -  Y 5
F o o t b a l l  V s
G re a t  O u s e

A c a d e m y  ( H )

4 t h -  Y 5 - Y 8  X -
C o u n t r y

@ C h i c k s a n d s

5 t h -  Y 8
R u g b y  V s

H e n l o w  ( H )

PE & Sports Update: A Fantastic Start to the Half Term!
What an amazing start to the second half of the spring term! It has been fantastic to see our students

engaging with new sports during their PE lessons and representing the school so brilliantly in our recent

fixtures. Here is a roundup of our latest sporting news:

Y7 Boys Reach the County Cup Final! A huge congratulations to our Y7 boys football team who have reached

the County Cup Final! This is an amazing achievement and a true testament to the hard work, perseverance,

and excellent attitude they have shown in every game up to this point. They secured their spot by beating a

strong Manshead team in a hard-fought semi-final. The game was scrappy at times, but our work rate and

endeavour were outstanding. The match went down to penalties, with all 5 of our takers scoring! A special

mention goes to Joseph S for scoring the winning penalty and Jamie M for making an outstanding save with

his feet. Further special mentions go to Chris F, Henry M-P, and Eoin H, who were excellent throughout the

game.

We look forward to facing either Etonbury or Alameda in the final. A big thank you also goes to our Y10 GCSE

PE students, Mylo G and Zac J, who helped officiate the game.

5 t h -  Y 5 / 6
G i r l s  F o o t b a l l
V s  A r n o l d  ( H )

5 t h -
B a d m i n t o n

Tr i p  ( I N V I T E
O N LY )

6 t h -  Y 6
R u g b y

F e s t i v a l
@ A l a m e d a

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf


S P O R T S  N E W S

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

KS2 Girls Football Well done to our KS2 girls football team who played their first game of the season against

RBA last night. Miss Jack was incredibly impressed with their attitude, and the team is already looking forward

to their next game!

Strong Start to the Rugby Season: The rugby season is officially underway, and it has been wonderful to see

some new faces joining the Y7 and Y8 boys teams. Both year groups have had an excellent start, with the Y7

team beating Arnold and the Y8 team securing a win against Marston Vale. We hope to keep this positive

momentum going as the boys continue to develop their rugby skills in both lessons and competitive games.

Y4 Football Festival & Sports Leaders: We recently hosted a Y4 football festival, welcoming our feeder schools

to Pix Brook to play games against one another. There was a wonderfully positive atmosphere throughout the

event. We are incredibly proud of our Y8 sports leaders who ran the event and officiated to a very high

standard. Thank you to Miss Jack for organizing such a successful festival!

Upcoming Opportunities 

We have a busy and exciting week ahead for our students:

Badminton Trip: Students will be heading to Birmingham for the All England Open (invite only).

Cross Country: An upcoming competition at Chicksands for our Y5–Y8 students (invite only).

Bedfordshire Darts Academy (Thursday, 5th March, 3pm): The academy is coming into school! This

opportunity to play darts and work with the academy is open to all students. Action Required: Anyone

interested in taking part needs to come to the PE office to sign up.

A reminder that our clubs are open to all students. We want everyone to have the opportunity to give sports

a go, regardless of experience.

Please note the following kit requirements to ensure student safety and facility protection:

After-School Clubs: Full PE kit must be worn.

Before-School & Lunchtime Clubs: Students do not need to change into PE kit, but trainers are mandatory.

Please note: Students without trainers will not be allowed in the sports hall.

Year 7 Rugby Match Report

Pix Brook Academy’s Year 7 rugby team kicked off their season in fantastic style with an impressive away

victory against Arnold Academy in the very first match of the year.

Pix Brook Academy vs Arnold Academy (Away)

What makes this win even more special is that 10 out of the 14 players had never played a competitive game

of rugby before. Despite this, the team showed outstanding determination, teamwork, and resilience

throughout the match. From the first whistle to the last, every player gave 100%, demonstrating great tackling,

strong running, and excellent support play.

Pix Brook worked tirelessly in both attack and defence. Communication improved as the game went on, and

confidence grew with every phase of play. For many players, this was their first experience of match-day

nerves — but they rose to the challenge brilliantly.

 Player of the Game Awards

3rd Place: Henry – for his consistent effort and determination all over the pitch.

2nd Place: Cooper – for strong carries and excellent defensive work.

1st Place: Chris – for an outstanding all-round performance and leadership during the game.

Honourable Mention: Lucien – for fantastic effort and commitment.



S P O R T S  N E W S

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

Every single player should be extremely proud of their performance. The teamwork, positive attitude, and

sportsmanship on display were brilliant to see, especially so early in the season.

The celebrations continued long after the final whistle, with a loud and joyful sing-along on the minibus

journey home — the perfect ending to a memorable first game!

A huge well done to the entire squad. What a way to start the season!

Year 8 Rugby Match Report

A fantastic performance from the Year 8 boys saw Pix Brook Academy secure a dominant 75–10 victory over

Marston Vale Middle School in an outstanding display of school rugby.

Pix Brook Academy vs Marsten Vale Middle School (Away)

From the first whistle, Pix Brook set the tone with relentless energy and physicality. Raw athleticism across the

pitch allowed the team to break the gain line time and time again, while excellent support play ensured that

every line break turned into points. The offloading game was particularly impressive, with players constantly

backing each other up and keeping the ball alive.

Defensively, the boys showed great determination, working hard to close down space and making strong,

confident tackles. Even when Marston Vale managed to score, the response from Pix Brook was immediate,

with the team maintaining focus and intensity throughout.

Player of the Game Awards:

3rd – Thomas

2nd – Jaiden

1st – Ben

All three made huge contributions, but every single player played their part in what was a true team

performance.

Most importantly, the game was played in exactly the right spirit, with respect shown by both sides

throughout. Mr Dawson was extremely proud of the effort, teamwork and attitude displayed by the boys.

There will undoubtedly be tougher challenges ahead, but this was a brilliant start to the season and a

performance the team can build on with confidence.

Year 8 Rugby Match Report

A fantastic performance from the Year 8 boys saw Pix Brook

Academy secure a dominant 75–10 victory over Marston Vale

Middle School in an outstanding display of school rugby.



C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Clubs and Societies Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S



Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to

students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

Drum Lessons

I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all

ages in a wide range of musical styles. 

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public

exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a

range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or

contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

Piano Lessons

Brass and Wind Lessons

We are excited to be looking at offering lessons in

brass and wind instruments in school. 

If you would be interested in signing your child up for

lessons, please contact Mr Weed: 

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk

M U S I C  A T  P B A

mailto:beccadrums@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorpugsley@gmail.com
mailto:tweed@bestacademies.org.uk


S A F G U A R D I N G ,  W E L L B E I N G  A N D  S E N

School Safeguarding Team
If you have any concerns, please contact our

Safeguarding Team. 

Online Safeguarding

Mental Health Information

Ivel Valley Family Bulletin
Click here to access the bulletin online

BEST Parents Mindfulness Course

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/1DEEE75F0CDEEA8CEABBA5F30E1F25605A4018CD8226F268799CB88E1AC12103/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/LE35


D I A R Y  &  T E R M  D A T E S

C O M M U N I T Y

Friday 6th Celebrating World Book Day - Whole School

March

Monday 16  th Planetarium Visit  for Year 5

Thursday 19  th Year 7 Progress Event (early finish years 7-11)

Friday 20  th DofE Silver Award

Wednesday 25  and Thursday 26  th th Progress Evening Year 6

2026

Monday 2  to Thursday 5  nd th Mock SATs for Year 6

May

Monday 11   - Thursday 14  th th Year 6 SATs 

Friday 27  th End of Term
NB: No PBA Extra. School closes early. 

Tuesday 10  & Wednesday 11  th th FAB Science Workshop for Years 5 & 6

Thursday 5  th Vaccinations for Year 8



A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

on 01462 416243. 

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

Reporting an Absence
Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.  

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

Contacting School

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school

please ensure that you bring it to the main office

and fill out the required forms. Children are not

permitted to carry medication around the

school. 

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine 

mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk


R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not

permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people

suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only. 

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after

school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of

the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.  

Use of the Cycle Paths

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road

junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection

time.

This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create

hazards for both children and drivers.  We would also remind you 

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding. 

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

No Nuts, Please
Please be reminded that we are a nut aware school: please

do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack

or packed lunch. This includes Nutella. 

Thank you.

Road Safety
Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on

a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school

run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue. 

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?

title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40

Menus

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40


B E S T  C A L E N D A R

Please note: all our term dates are available on our website: https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates

