WEEK COMMENCING 16TH MARCH 2026

PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN

A message from Mrs Linehan

It has been an incredibly uplifting week here at school, absolutely brimming with exciting new
initiatives and wonderful opportunities for our young people to explore, grow, and shine. We are
passionate about providing enriching experiences that spark curiosity and build confidence, and this

week has been a beautiful example of that commitment in action.

We wholeheartedly embraced Science Week, beginning with inspiring assemblies that celebrated the
ground-breaking work of female scientists across a variety of fields. We want all our pupils to view
science as a truly explorative, enquiry-based adventure, and they certainly experienced that magic
firsthand in KS2! We welcomed the wonderful Fab Science into school to deliver captivating one-
hour workshops for all our younger pupils. Year 5 and Year 6 children threw themselves into
interactive experiments and demonstrations that brought genuine awe, wonder, and lovely surprises
to their day. The excitement continues this coming Monday when our Year 5 pupils will each have
the unforgettable experience of stepping inside a visiting planetarium. Meanwhile, our older
students were equally inspired as they met online with professional scientists working in
biochemistry and neuroscience. They asked thought-provoking questions and learned all about the
different pathways into a science career, opening their eyes to future possibilities.

Thinking about those bright futures, our hearts were positively bursting with pride yesterday as our
Year 11 students arrived looking exceptionally smart for their Mock Interview Day. To ensure they
felt fully supported and prepared, Mrs McGuigan led a fantastic, skills-based assembly. She gently
talked them through the entire interview process, exploring how they can warmly sell their best
qualities, respond effectively to challenging questions, and understand the vital importance of
positive body language and first impressions. We owe a huge thank you to the wonderful parents
and community members who so generously gave their time to conduct these interviews. Despite
those very natural initial nerves, our Year 11s stepped up beautifully and did us all proud. We are
right behind them and wish them every success as they head into their real college, sixth form, and
apprenticeship interviews over the coming weeks.

We were delighted to welcome MP Alistair Strathern on site this week to run a highly engaging
social media workshop; students in Years 7-10 attended. Navigating the online platforms of today
can sometimes feel like a minefield for our young people, and it was great to see our students
listening so attentively and exploring different perspectives and concerns without bias. Through
open discussions and lively debate, they reflected thoughtfully on their own digital habits. We are
hopeful that their insightful and mature contributions will go on to help shape future policies to
better protect young people everywhere in the digital world.

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend.
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NEWS FROM SCHOOL

Empowering Our Students: Social Media & Safety
Workshop with Alistair Strathern MP

We were delighted to host local MP Alistair Strathern at Pix Brook
Academy this week for an engaging "Social Media, Safety & Society"
workshop. The session provided a unique platform for our students to
think critically about their digital footprints and the impact of social
media on their wellbeing, identity, and community.

From discussing the benefits of online connection to debating potential

government restrictions for under-16s, our students tackled complex

modern issues with maturity and insight.

This was more than just a classroom lesson!

By sharing what they value and what they -— o

find challenging about the online world, our
students contributed their direct views to
national policy discussions. The workshop
concluded with a roundtable on how
members of Parliament can better
communicate with the younger generation,
ensuring that Pix Brook voices are heard at o

the highest levels of government.

ACHIEVEMENTS

All The Write Stuff

Congratulations to Year 8 student, Konrad K, who has
recently had a poem published in the Young Writers
anthology “l Have a Dream.” We're looking forward to

seeing more of your work in print, Konrad!
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NEWS FROM SCHOOL

School Production

It is with great pleasure that | present to
you our school production of Do We Ever
See Grace? Since October, our Pix Brook
Players have been working hard on this
project and we are very excited to share
the creative skills of our wonderful
students. Written in the 1980s but set at

PERFORMANCES ' an unspecified time, the play tells the story

of Grace, a girl that flies and is deemed as
‘crazy’.

She has dreams of joining the circus but instead, ends up in London — poor and on the streets. A story of
dreams, harsh reality and society’'s judgement of difference, this metaphorical tale is sure to make you
question how you view the world. We have two evening performances to offer you, Tuesday 24" March
and Wednesday 25" March, performances will start at 7pm. Tickets are priced at £4 each and include
a pre-show drink and snack per ticket. Please note that there will be no interval as the play is only an
hour long. There will be a performer pre-sale for tickets to ensure families of the performers and
creative team are able to support them, these will be on sale from Wednesday 4" March to Monday 9*"
March. Parents will be able to purchase up to 4 tickets per performer. Remaining tickets will then be
sold on general release from Tuesday 10th March to Monday 23™ March. All tickets will be available

through Parentmail and delivered to students during afternoon tutor times in the run up to the show.

Supporting Our Staff

Do you run a local business focused on health, creativity, or
wellness? We are currently planning our Staff Wellbeing Week in
June 2026 and are looking for volunteers to host short, engaging
sessions for our school staff. This is a wonderful way to connect
with the school and support our team’s wellbeing. If you can help,
please get in touch with Mrs Brant

(ebrant@bestacademies.org.uk). Thank you in advance for your

generosity!
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KEY STAGE 2

Top Spelling Shed Groups® Top MathShed Groups®
# Group Score @ Group Score
Well done to everyone who completed their L Pankhurst 68,805,611 1 Tolkien 3725124
. 2. Churchill 40.736.041 2 Zephaoniah 2.803616
EdShed homework this week!
3. Austen 40,348,441 < H Pankhurst 1.658361
4. Shakespeare 36,782,007 4, Austen 1522634
Here are the top SCO ring C|aS$eS. 5. Aftenborough 30,024,175 5. Blackman 1,174,394
6. Turing 28,111,281 6. Morpurgo 180.062
7. Blackman 25.900.848 z Meghtingale 171,129
B. Mightingale 23,656,800 8. Angelow 168,674
9. Marpurgo 19,088 966 9. Churchill 120,170
10. Zephaniah 18,797 562 10, Shakespeare 76,889

Note Perfect

This week, Year 5 have been learning to play the
Glockenspiel.

Here are Pankhurst class, working on notes CEG.

Science is FAB

KS2 have enjoyed a visit from FAB Science this
week, watching and taking part in a series of

fascinating science experiments.
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KEY STAGE 2

TTRS - the Battle of the Bands

News from the front line, by Mr Randall-Williams

It was finally time for the Year 5 vs Year 6 battles to kick-off in
the TTRS competition and | think it is safe to say it is 1-0 to team
Year 6.

5 victories for them in these first clashes:

First up, the battle of the underdogs as Austen and Nightingale went toe-to-toe. A great story as
Nightingale hit a 3-digit team score for the first time, but Austen still claimed victory with a great

showing.

Next, Shakespeare (the round’s only Year 5 victors) put in a barnstorming performance against Mr

Prue's old platoon in Angelou - a late surge not enough to rescue this one.

Following this was another great performance from Morpurgo class, with Dehan once again stealing

the show - a definite MVP of these battles. They saw off Attenborough to get back to winning ways.

Tolkien, who remain unbeaten, saw off a spirited challenge from Pankhurst. Despite my class's battle
song of "MAKE THEM CRY!" it was almost them left in tears as Pankhurst threatened an upset, with a

very strong last day sparing my blushes.

In the round’s two best battles: Churchill looked strong favourites for much of their encounter with
Mr Lindley's old class Blackman. However, a rousing comeback lead by a deadly front three of

Emerie, Isabella and Mia saw Blackman rise from the ashes a deliver a winning blow.

Finally, in the pick of the battles, it literally came down to the last seconds to determine a winner as
unbeaten Zephaniah and unbeaten Turing went head-to-head. This topsy-turvy, thrill-a-second battle
ALMOST ended in the competitions second draw, but a short burst in the dying embers allowed
Zephaniah to continue their fairytale run. Commiserations to Turing who have been superb and will

hopefully continue to upset the odds!

KS2 Mindfulness Club

During Mindfulness Club on Wednesday lunchtimes, the
KS2 pupils have been practising different breathing
techniques, meditation, mindful doodling and self-
esteem boosting activities. This week, they made
‘Mindful’ Chatterboxes which gave the children different

strategies to provide them a tool for when they feel they

might need it.
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STAGE 3 & 4

Homework - Years 7 & 8

Year 7 Homework Timetable

Subject Teachers Set Due Homework Tasks Duration
MCL, CCN, Various - pre reading and research
English SCS, HHE, Monday Monday an tapics which we are studying. 1 hour PW
LMN, NLE Some SENECA tasks.
SPL, CSN,
Maths %: z:‘:r Friday Friday Sparx maths 30 mins - Thour
RN
Egi' é’:ilg Varigus tasks - Knowludge P
Science HEK CA\" Menday Meonday organiser, creative task or google 1h
5K * farm revision quiz for each topic B
ERECBN ° 5 t5 tasks set on google classroom based
5 nce a week to W - R Bash e ;
Histary SBS fartnight complete ::‘n'h:‘::ml::y sl i) 30 s

Various tasks set on google
Geography | IPE, EIP, SES gr:e aht ! Melk:: classroom based on the topic they 30 mins
g R hawve been learning in the classroam
O P YRk Various tasks: eg. Quizlet, learning
Fremch DSDy, IPS vocabulary, answering guestions, 30-40 mins
waek complate warksheets, quizzes
DT/Food T Any lesson 1 wook to y :
Bilhaticn Miss Kinnear an::he completa Food- Sensary evaluation 20 minutes
entation
Art mz F;gx::;n Once per 1week to | Practical art tasks connected to the 30 minutes
? e half | ject.
s Whits alf term complete | current project
Mrs Brant & TS Two mandatory homewarks per unit

Computing | Miss All complete in Computing {6 units per year) 20 minutes:

McGuigan Optienal hemewerks for challenge.
Drama IMrs Jones Once per 1meik 1o Key tarm quizzes 10 minutes
half term complete
Year 8 Homework Timetable
Subject Teachers Set Due Homework Tasks Duration
SRS, MCL, Pro- raadi . S
1. POSITIVE  PREPARED - POLITE - PROUD - PERSEVERANT % POSITIVE  PREPARED - POLITE PROUD PERSEVERANT English RSN, CCN, | ponday Monday wr:ﬁa:;"sg“ﬁ;;s;a;r;:t;eﬁzg“&t T higiir.
y Our Act e Our Fut \ wning Our Act ur Fitis : LMN, 5C5, | Consclidation of leaming,
HHE
SPL, CSN, | ;
Maths OCE, DMN, | Friday Friday | Spar maths ‘WT;"""’ z
IMN, NRA | aur
) eas, by [ —— Knowdedge arganiser, 3 e
Science FCK, 5HS, Manday Manday reative task or google form revision quiz
HCK, CAY, lor each topic. Thout
JSK B
tasks set on google classroom based on
EBE, CBN, Once a 1 week to z i 2
Histary BE‘ Toredkic . | completa the topic they have boen learning in the 30 mins

lassraom,

Various tasks set on google classroom

30 mins ¢
| based on the topic they have been i

Onee a 1 week to

Geography | IPE EIP et |
fortnight Femiets | learning in the classroom, it
| Marious tasks eg: Quizlet, learning
French  [Dspips | Onceper | 1weekio bl o6t 3040 mins
' worksheets, quizzes.

DT/Food | Food 1 week to | ’ y
R i Miss Kinnear i completa i Food- Sensory evaluation. 20 minutes

MrsPoxson | Gnee per | 1 week to [ ractical art tasks connected to the .
it Mrs. Yc‘{"‘g half term | complete | current project. S0 miises

Mrs White: |

) {weekto | Two mandatory homewarks per unit in
Computing | Mrs Brant All complete Cemputing (6 units per year) Optional 20 minutes
homeworks for challange.

Drama Mrs Jones Once per 1 waek to | Key tarm quizzes 10 minutes

half term | complate |
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KEY STAGE 3 & 4

Homework - Years 9 & 10

Year 9 Homework Timetable

Subject Teachers Sat Due Homework Tasks Duration
SRS, MCL, Pre- reading & research into topics which

English SC5, RSN, Meonday Monday we will be studying. Some SENECA tasks. 1 hour
CCN, HHE Consclidation of leaming.
SPL, CSN, .

Maths OCE, DMN, | Friday Friday Spari roaths ’“‘;"""’ *
MM, NRA ol

15 EAS, JHL, Various tacks - Knowledge arganiser, 30 minutes -

Science FCK, SH5, Manday Monday h/we sheet, exam questions, revision “:m“
HCE, CAY cards, Seneca.

Tasks set on google classraom based on
EBE CBMN, Cince a 1wk to the topic they have been leaming in the

History SBS fortnight | complete | classraom. 30 mins
Warious tasks set on google classroom N
Geography | IPE, EIF g‘r’mg"m lo‘;‘:‘;’r‘;": based on the topic they have been mm"';;::"
tearning in the classroom.
Various tasks: Quizlet, learning
Franch DS, IPS x:: per l;:e}:‘? vocabulary, answering questions, 45 mins.
i worksheets, quizzes.
m'a i 8| iss Kinnear Eifi;m ;ﬂ"'me;::: Food. Saribry avaliation, 20 minutes
Art Mrs Poxson | Oince par 1wk to Practical art tasks connected to the 30 minutes
Mrs Young half tarm complete current praject.

" % 1 Two mandatory homewarks per unit in
Computing | Mrs Brant Al ﬂ;":"le': Computing (6 Lnits per year) Optional 20 minutes
P homewarks for challenge.

COnce per 1 waek to i g
Drama Mrs Jones half sem camplate Key term quizzes, 10 minutes
Year 10 Homework Timetable
Subject. Teachers | Set Due Homewerk Tasks Duration
RS, MCL, Rusearching tagics which we wil be lesmning about.
English RSN, 5C5, Monday Maonday Revision tasks to prepan for mock exams and 1 haur
CCM, EDN eonsalidate learning.
SPL CSN, "
. POSITIVE PREPARED POLITE PROUD PERSEVERANT .- POSITIVE PREPARED POLITE PROUD PERSEVERANT Maths OCE. DMN, | Friday Friday Spaex maths. 30 mins
iy Act g Our Fut 1 wiing Ach C o Eitis IV NRA Thaur
EAS, JH . \ 30
Sclence FCX, SHLS', Monday Manday ::"o,;’ s Knovda_ugeorgn_\nser._d Sense minutes-
HCK, CAY W sheet, exam questions, revsion cads & thaur
4 Tisks seton google clasroom based on the tapic they :
Histary EBECBN. | \Waakly ::“:,‘;: hive bean loaming in the classiom. e

B waekip | Verious tisks so1 on gosgle clusraam based an the
Goography | IPE EIP fortnight i topic they have been feaming in the clssroom 12 hours
PO | relyding revisian and practice sxam quostians,

French DSD,IPS, | Osceper | weakto | Various tisks: Quizlat, leaming vocabulary, answaring s
Vi weak camplote questions, warkshaots, quizzes, revision, axam practios,
t ok Tasks to wipsort the lesming in class,
oT MirFleckney | W00 dter Exam question peactice, e
i R hand design tatks for 4

setting

Tasks to wpport the development of the students’
inios

portolios, fr exarple

M Possen 1 waek o o NP 4
Art Every wiek lessons q. taking photos, anist research ate, workirg | 12 hours
Mn‘oung OMBIE | o artvorks that have bean started in dhass ard
prasenting work into sketchbooks.

o Miss 10B-Thury | 108- Thues | Business zontaxt rasearch task building a bark af mini | g0
McGuigor | 10D Tues WD-Turs | case studes of businesses of thair cheica).
Philosophy M Calfins Monday Maonday Propello task ¢ smilar revision sctivity. 30 Mins
BTECIT Mrs Brant | 1084T lo":;‘:: Weekly Know It All Minja leaming and guiz. 20 mirs
104 :
. Wi Mon/Thiis | week o | Food- Sensory svahistion for pecticl, L
Kirnenr L] tomplete | Theory based exam styb questions. 0
Weds/Thars 2
minutes
§ Tvaa A content - recap of learning within class, &8 mark 30
GCSE PE MrDavson | Friday m"“ “: oam sty quasions, case studes linked to curant minutes -
pie s in sport. 1 hour
i ;. 10
When Tweekw | L g lines, key 1 , sat teat k diy i
b M donm | e comgdate | tasks, greup rehearsals. i
o 1 how
Musie Tim Wead Monday Monday Practice Journal, Listening questions.

- POSITIVE  PREPARED - POLITE - PROUD - PERSEVERANT x FOSTIVE - PREFARED  POLITE- PROUD - PERSEVERANT

POSITIVE - PREPARED - POLITE - PROUD - PERSEVERANT POSITIVE - PREPARED - POLITE - PROUD - PERSEVERANT

. POSITIVE - PREPARED

POLITE - PROUD - PERSEVERANT "j - POSITIVE - PREPARED - POLITE - PROUD - PERSEVERANT
L waping Jur Future. 4 Ch =

r Actiorn

Fisture




KEY STAGE 3 & 4

Homework - Year 11

Year 11 Homework

Subject Teachers Set Due Homework Tasks Duration
SRS, MCL, Revision and consolidation tasks to prepare
English RSN, EDN, Monday | Monday for mocks and GCSEs. 2 Hours
CCN
SPL,CSN . .
Maths DMF\I, JM’N Friday Friday Sparx Maths 1lhour
EAS,JHL,FCK, Various tasks - Knowledge organiser, 30 minutes -
Science SHS, HCK, Monday | Monday hiw sheet, exam gquestions, revision cards, 1hour
CAY seneca.
Tasks set on google classroom based on the
EBE CBN, 1week to | topic they have been learning in the s
Hsta Ry SBS weekly complete | classroom. A0mins=Ihf
Ofcaa Various tasks set on google classroom
; 1week to | based on the topic they have been learning :
SRR |PE, EIP Torknight complete | inthe classroom. Including revision and i=2hours
practice exam questions.
Various tasks eg: Quizlet, learning
French IPS, VLS Ghosger| Lweskto vocabulary, answering questions, 1 hour
week complete : b .
worksheets, quizzes, revision, exam practice
To continue with the NEA design folder.
1 week Completing pages from the lessons and
DT Mr Fleckney 5\}1‘;?: after acu:g on teacher feedback to support the 1-2 hours
settin WO
g GCSE Mock paper practice prior to
scheduled mock exams.
Tasks to support the development of the
students’ coursework/exam portfolios, for
Art Mrs Poxson | EVerY lweekto | example preparing for lessons e.g. taking T
week complete | photos, artist research etc., working on
artworks that have been started in class
and presenting work into sketchbooks.
When Learning lines, key term quizzes, set text 10 minutes
Drama Mrs Jones required 1 week knowledge tasks, group rehearsals. to 1 hour
: Business context research task (building a
Business E'CSGSLIE i E:d’;lm :,‘:,L:;SHD bank of mini case studies of businesses of 20mins
& their choice).
BTECIT Mrs Brant 1B/IT 1 week to Wee:k!y Know It All Ninja learning and quiz. 20-40 mins
complete | Revision tasks.
; ; 20 minutes
11C Mon/ Food- Sensory evaluation for practicals 30 minutes
Eood Miss Kinnear Thurs 1week to | Theory based exam style questions Time limit
11D Tues/ | complete | COURSEWORK also will have homework illb :
Weds attached to it Wi DRRRTn
: lesson
AQ1 content - recap of learning within class, . .
GCSE PE Mr Nicholl Friday 1 wedk t 6-8 mark exam style questions, case studies A0 Rilkutes
complete | . . : 1 hour
linked to current issues in sport.
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KEY STAGE 3 & 4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions

To support our Year 11 pupils with their ongoing examination preparation, subject interventions will be running as per
the timetable below.
We greatly value your support and encourage you to speak with your child about the importance of attending their

intervention sessions and positively engaging with the reward card initiatives.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
English English (SRS) English (SRS) | Science (EAS)
Prep (SRS) 216 216 216 250 _
(8.00- Year 11
8.40) Geography Maths Geography Science (JHL) Assembly
(IPE) 231 {SPL} 233 (IPE) 231 201
Science (FCK) Science (SHS)
251 224
Business French (VLS) History (CBN) BTEC DIT
Lunch Studies (NMN) 157 106 (EBT) 140
(1.30- 141
2.00) French (IPS) Maths FSMQ
Maths (CSN) 039 (SPL) 233
239
Maths (DMN)
238
Art, Craft and Geography Compulsory Drama (LJS)
Period 7 Design (KPN) (EIP} 230 triple science | Drama Studio
(3.05- 126 lesson (SHS) | Staff Training
4.00)
DT (WFY) 052
PE (RNL) 204
Food
(HKR) 204

Year 10 Work Experience

Work experience week commences 29th June.

Emma, our careers adviser, has contacted a few local companies with some potential opportunities for the work

placement.

Ashe Group are a construction company based in Hitchin. They can offer one student a rotational week, spending half
a day with different departments, including estimating, planning, design, procurement, surveying, roofing, business
support and marketing, to gain a full overview of the business. The student will need to be able to get to offices in

Hitchin, which are just round the corner from the train station.

There are also potential placements at a children's nursery in Letchworth working with babies to 3 year olds.

Please do email me at efuller@bestacademies.org.uk with the student's details and why they are interested in the

placement.

If your copany is able to offer a student a placement, we would be delighted to discuss this with you! Please

contact Emma if you're able to help!


mailto:efuller@bestacademies.org.uk

SPORTS NEWS

17th- Y7/8 | 17th- Y9
16th- Y5 16th- KS2

Girls Football =
i N IV : Boys
Rugby Festival etba s Vs [V L T
@Pix Brook Holywell (A)
Vale (A) SWA (A)

8th- Y7/8 Girls 18th- Y6 19th- KS2 19th- Y5 B

Football Vs Rugby Vs Girls Football | team Football

Woodland (A) Etonbury (H) Vs Et('c;r)]bury Vs Etonbury

Winter Sport e——T——— B RS = e
A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is
unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit,
even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before
returning to class.

As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football
boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for
anyone taking part in football or hockey.

You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).
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https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.

Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current

Clubs and Societies

competition schedule.

Tuesday

K53/4 - BADMINTON
SPORTSHALL (RNL)

Wedimsday. INVITE ONLY

2026

Thursday

Y8 [ 9 - BADMINTON (AJK)

GCSE ACRO-GYMMASTICS / DANCE
DANCE STUDIO (PSU)

PBA Extra-Curricular Autumn (Feb - March)

Before schoal Lunch 1*12;&0-13:10 Lunch 2 — 13:30 — 14:00 (KS3) After School: 15:05 - 16:00
7.45-8:15 {K52) No need to get changed Other fixtures will take place during the
Mo need to get changed term - this may affect the club timetable

¥5/6 -TABLE TENNIS
MAIN HALL {SLY)

Y7/ 8 - REWARD SESSION {INVITE ONLY)
SPORTSHALL (RNL)

8 - TABLE TENNIS
DANCE STUDIO (J5K}

¥5/6 - GIRLS FOOTBALL TRAINING (AIK)
Y5/6 - BOYS FOOTBALL TRAINING (SPE/SLY)
¥11-GCSE PE INTERVENTION (RNL)
¥9/10 - RUGBY TRAINING (MDN)

Y& RUGBY FIXTURE NIGHT (MODN / RNL)

¥7/8 - GIRLS FOOTBALL TRAINING (AJK)

¥8/9 - BADMINTON
SPORTSHALL (J5K)

GCSE PE WORKSHOPS
INVITE ONLY
(ROGM 206) (RML)

¥5,/6 - RUGBY TRAINING (OCL)

¥10/11 - GCSE PE TABLE TENNIS
MAIN HALL (MDN)

¥a / 10 - REWARD SESSION {INVITE ONLY}
SPORTSHALL (RNL)

GCSE PE MODERATION SESSIONS (RML/MDN/PSU)

¥8 RUGBY FIXTURE NIGHT (MDN)

STAEE MEETINGS

¥9 - TABLE TENNIS
MAIN HALL MDN)

¥8 - FUTSAL
SPORTSHALL{WRB)
INVITE ONLY

Lunch 1= 12:40 - 13:10 (K52 Lunch 2 = 13:30 = 14:00 (K53) After School: 15:05= 16:00
K33 Code Club K53 and K54 Prop, St and Costume Detign
Mandav 140 (EAT) 126KPN
Dance Club

O Dance Studio [LIS)

[ ]

=

~ K52 Top Trumps K53/48 Orama Club (Pix Brook Players)
= Tussday 107 {EMY) Main Holl Ls)

@

[ K52 Coding Club Year 5 Homework Club

i 140 (EBT) Year 5 classroams

=

o
= K52 Mindfulness X33 eSparts ¥ear & Homewark Club
E Wednesday 110(ces) 140 (Ea7) Year 6 classrooms
= Year T Homewnork Club

o Reoam 206

3
—= Top Trumps Whole schoof choir

o Thursday W) Music Room [TWD)

=

E K52 EdShed

H" D1E{0CL)

E Drawing Club

= 127 [MYG)

[TE]

g
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MUSIC AT PBA

Drum Lessons

Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to
students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like
to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson — beccadrums@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

| have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all
ages in a wide range of musical styles.

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public
exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a
range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or
contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Piano Lessons - Slots Available

Brass and Wind Lessons

| \ \‘1’.
. I w 7N LA
fﬂ L " 3
Boris Peck is a classically-trained
conductor, violinist and pianist offering A4
in-school piano lessons, It
. |

Spaces are currently available for new
students. Weekly lessons (20 or 30
minute sessions) will be taught on one of
the keyboards in schoal.

e 1o 11 e besson b8 24 teponon

[ pleas lot rmall
It bestacademis oop k) ,r"

Please contact Baris via emall at
boris_peck@hotmail.com, or

phone 07834057278 for moreinfarmation, We are excited to be looking at offering lessons

in brass and wind instruments in school.
If you would be interested in signing your child
up for lessons, please contact Mr Weed:

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk
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SAFGUARDING, WELLBEING AND SEN

School Sateguarding Team
= @ Safeguarding Team If you have any concerns, please contact our

We are here to keep you safe Safeguardmg Team.

Wha can you speak to if you feel worried?

Any Adult

Our Dedicated Safeguarding Lead or Any Deputy Safeguarding Lead O n I Ine S afe g ua rd n g

Their special job is to listen, support and help you at any time of the school day.

Pix Brook Academy

If you feel unsafe ar you have any worries/concerns that you feel you cannot speak toa
member of staff about, you can send an email to: pha-safe@bestacademies.org.uk
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SAFETY.ON SOCIALMEDIA .

You can spezk to us:
« i youfeel upset ar worried about anyt

your

patered o

& REDUCE NOTTHICATION:

+ ¥ you feel unce

Wirs Smith

Dralgnatsd
Safeguarding they have tal
i « fyauares

{ you know of anath

v

5 FIND POSITIVE
= * ASPECTS
Mrs Daphn Nes Hepworth
o 1 Dhop Daocignated
Deputy Designated Cupaty Dmignaied Daputy Duslgnated Iai u“mn
Sufeguarding Safogusrding Safararding s g o n_; " ?
Lead [SLT) Load [SLT) Luaal Vass § - b wad Your

Mirs Stavenson
Mr Crosswall

Mrs Manaicn Mr Flackney
Mr Coole
v Dasig Deputy Davgnsted [ Coeuy Devignaned [l Deputy Desiguared
< 4 Safeguarding Safeguardirg
Ssfiguarding Safoguanding
S RIS Lead Yaar 10 Lead Yaar 11

%) POV PECFAED. POUTE FROUD PRMWRANT 0l POTITIVE . MIFARID POUTE JROUD WRSIVERANE ) POUTIVY PRSMARID FOLFTT PRICD PERSVIRANT

Mental Health Information

Talking to Your |
Teenager |
g i 1 st sl

ot thas s be bk o
e g b i

Home-Start “Living With Teenagers”
Course

Ivel Valley Family Bulletin

Click here to access the bulletin online

Living with Teenagers is a free online course for Central
Bedfordshire parents and carers of children aged 11 to 16 years.
Delivered online via Zoom by trained parent group facilitators who
have first-hand experience of the joys and challenges of being a
parent of a teenager.

Increase your parenting skills, grow in confidence, and
improve your relationship with your teenager.

Contact us to book your free space: HP‘E.F
office@home-startbedfordshire.org.uk Badfordshire


https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/9F684A89B76F40340C4CAACA794C0DEA20C78C58DEE7BEC65EAD474D348A0227/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/LE35

DIARY & TERM DATES

2026

March
Monday 16™ Planetarium Visit for Year 5
Thursday 19* Year 7 Progress Event (early finish years 7-11)
Friday 20" DofE Silver Award
Wednesday 25" and Thursday 26 Progress Evening Year 6
Friday 27% End of Term
NB: No PBA Extra. School closes early.
May
Monday 11" - Thursday 14* Year 6 SATs

COMMUNITY

NETBALL

DEVELOPMENT CAMIP

M S1ST MARCH -2 PRI
I‘OOtba]l Canlps Shiees oot

J0thMarch -2 Aprl & 7 April10™April

L i
@ Pix Brook Academy, Stotfold SG5 4HB
8th & 9th April 8:45am - 4pm
Age 7-12 (School years 3-8)

£35 per day - Sibling discount avaﬁab.‘s_
For more information and to book, contact

Book Now B B
B wwowmichedsfutsal couk | ‘

infomgkwsports.com www.gkwsports.com
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Contacting School

A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

Reporting an Absence

Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

on 01462 416243.

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

UK Health
Security
Agency

Should | keep my

child off

school?

Yes

Chideenpox
Diarrhoea and Vomiting

Cald and Flulike ilincas
(Imchuding COVID-19)

Until...

at |east 5§ days from the onset of the rash and
unitil all blistess have coustad over

48 hours after their last epacde

thay ne longer have 3 high temperaturg and
fee] well enough 16 attend. Follaw the natianal
puedance if they've tested postive for COVID-15.

thwir sores hae crusted and healed, or a8 hours

Mmpatin Biter they started angbictics
Moasles A days atter the rash first appeared
Muarrypes 5 days after the swelling started
Scabies they'va had their fisst treatment
Scarfet Fever

Whaopng Cough

No

24 haurs atter they started teking antibiotics

48 hours after they started faling antibistics

but make sure you let their school or nursery

know about...
Hand. foot and mouth
Haad lica

Threadweorms.

Glandular fever
Torsilltis

Slapped cheek

[ ;

NHS |

Advice and guidance
Te find out more, search far
health protection in schools
or scan the QR code or visit
https:(/qreo.de/minfec,

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school
please ensure that you bring it to the main office
and fill out the required forms. Children are not
permitted to carry medication around the
school.

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine


mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

REGULAR REMINDERS

Menus

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

Me ]1,],{ https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?
title=Qur+Food+Provision&pid=40

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road
junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection ; '\!0
time.
This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create PARQ{ING
hazards for both children and drivers. We would also remind you ; : I :

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding.

No Nuts, Please

Please be reminded that we are a nut aware school: please
do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack
or packed lunch. This includes Nutella.

Thank you.

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not
permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people
suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only.

Use of the Cycle Paths

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after
school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of
the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.

Road Safety

Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on
a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school
run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue.
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BEST CALENDAR

BEST Academic Calendar 2025/2026 l '4* *‘,
School Holiday [ Bank Holiday Pupil Day | Training Day. BE%T
_ — BEDFORDSHIRE
September 2025 | October 2025 | November 2025
'8 |15]| 22) 29 Mon | |6 |13]20 Mon| |3 |10(47)|24
Tue 'a |16)23l@0] | |Tue ; 21 Tue i EE
“Wed Wed |1 Wed 26
Thu |4 18| 28 Thu |2 | Thu 27
Fri | 5 |12]19) 2 Fri | Fri 7 28
Sat | 6 | 13 Sat Sat |1 29
Sun |7 | 14 Sun Sun | 2 30
L | 19| 26 Mon Mon Mon
Tue 6 | 13| 20| 27 Tue | Tue Tue :
Wed 7 | 14| 21| 28] Wed | Wed Wed |1}
Thu [1 |8 |15] 22| 29 Thu | Thu Thu (249 |
Sat |3 | 10| 17| 24| 31 Sat Sat Sat
Sun |4 | 11]| 18| 25 Sun Sun Sun
Ju
Men 4 11 |18 |25 Mon |[1]8 Man Mon |3
Tue 5 26 Tue |2] 89 Tue Tue d
Wed 6 13 |2 g_ Wed | 8 Wed [1 Wed
Thu 7 (14 |2 —' Thu |4 | 11 Thu |2 Thu
Fri 8 22 ﬁ_ Fri Fri |80} Fri T
Sat |2 |9 |16 |23 |30 Sat Sat |4 Sat (1|8 |15
Sun |3 [10(17 [2a 31| | [Sun|7]14] 21 Sun |5 Sun2]9 [16

Term 1 = 75 days. Term 2 - 55 days. Term 3 - 85 days. = 195,
Pupll contact will amount to 190 of the 195 days. Schools will be closed on 5 of the 195 days. In accordance with Teachers' Conditions of Service, five days will be used to enable teacher training to take

place.

Training days set are as follows: 1° Seplember 2025, 2™ September 2025, 5 January 2026 and 13" April 2026. Training day 5 will be made up of several twilight sesslons determined by individual
schoaols.

BEST Academic Calendar 2026/2027 '.i * *
School Holiday [_,| Bank Holiday Pupil Day | . Training Day. BEST

September 2026 December 2026
ERELED Mon| |72 |8 |46(23 |30 | Mon| |7 |14[21]28
: Tue | |3 |10 9724 Tue [1]8 | 15| 22|29
Wed| |4 | 11| 18|25 | Wed| 2|8 | 16] 23] 30| |
5 [ 12] 18] Thu [ 3] 10] 17| 24] 31
6 |13] 20 Fii |[4]11]18]
7 21 Sat |5 19
Sun | 6| 13| 20( 27 8 22 Sun| 6 20
April
Man |25 Mon ; a[26
Tue 3 | 26 Tue 2T
Wed g 27 Wed | 28
Tha | 0] |28 Thu (1] 8 [
Fri ; |29 Fri |2 16| 23|30
Sat 9 30 Sat |3 (10 17| 24
Sun |3 | 10] 17| 24| 31 Sun |4 | 11| 18| 25
May 2027 — ]
Maon 24 |31 | 14] 21| 28] 5 [12]19] 26 Mon 23[30
Tue 125 T8 [5]22[28] | [Tue | [6 [13|20]27| | [T HE
Wed 26 wed [ 219 | 16] 23| 30 wed| |7 | 14]21 |28 Wed ;
Thu 2T Thu [ 3] 10| 17| 24| Thu [1] & |15 Thu
Fri 28 Fri [4]11] 18] a5 Fri |28 Fri
sat |1 29 Sat 12| 19] 26 sat |3 |10 Sat
sun | 2 in Sun 13| 200 27 sun |4 | 11 sun

Pupi| Contact Daya: Term 1 =70 days. Term 2 =53 days. Teern 3- 67 days. = 190
In aCcorgance with Teachers’ Condtzons of Service, five days will b2 used in sddition 1o the 120 pupi! contadt days 1o enable teacher training 10 Take place.

Training days set are as follows: 3 Septamber 2026, 4 Seprember 2026, 4 January 2027 and 9 April 2027, Training day 5 will be made up of several twilight sessions determined by indhadual
schools.

Please note: all our term dates are available on our website:_https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates
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	WEEK COMMENCING 16TH MARCH 2026
	PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN
	A message from Mrs Linehan
	NEWS FROM SCHOOL

	Empowering Our Students: Social Media & Safety Workshop with Alistair Strathern MP
	ACHIEVEMENTS

	All The Write Stuff
	NEWS FROM SCHOOL

	School Production
	Supporting Our Staff
	KEY STAGE 2

	EdShed Results
	Note Perfect
	Science is FAB
	KEY STAGE 2

	TTRS - the Battle of the Bands
	It was finally time for the Year 5 vs Year 6 battles to kick-off in the TTRS competition and I think it is safe to say it is 1-0 to team Year 6.  5 victories for them in these first clashes:
	First up, the battle of the underdogs as Austen and Nightingale went toe-to-toe. A great story as Nightingale hit a 3-digit team score for the first time, but Austen still claimed victory with a great showing.
	Next, Shakespeare (the round’s only Year 5 victors) put in a barnstorming performance against Mr Prue's old platoon in Angelou - a late surge not enough to rescue this one.
	Following this was another great performance from Morpurgo class, with Dehan once again stealing the show - a definite MVP of these battles. They saw off Attenborough to get back to winning ways.
	Tolkien, who remain unbeaten, saw off a spirited challenge from Pankhurst. Despite my class's battle song of "MAKE THEM CRY!" it was almost them left in tears as Pankhurst threatened an upset, with a very strong last day sparing my blushes.
	In the round’s two best battles: Churchill looked strong favourites for much of their encounter with Mr Lindley's old class Blackman. However, a rousing comeback lead by a deadly front three of Emerie, Isabella and Mia saw Blackman rise from the ashes a deliver a winning blow.
	Finally, in the pick of the battles, it literally came down to the last seconds to determine a winner as unbeaten Zephaniah and unbeaten Turing went head-to-head. This topsy-turvy, thrill-a-second battle ALMOST ended in the competitions second draw, but a short burst in the dying embers allowed Zephaniah to continue their fairytale run. Commiserations to Turing who have been superb and will hopefully continue to upset the odds!

	KS2 Mindfulness Club
	During Mindfulness Club on Wednesday lunchtimes, the KS2 pupils have been practising different breathing techniques, meditation, mindful doodling and self-esteem boosting activities. This week, they made ‘Mindful’ Chatterboxes which gave the children different strategies to provide them a tool for when they feel they might need it.

	Homework - Years 7 & 8
	Homework - Years 9 & 10
	Homework - Year 11
	KEY STAGE 3 & 4

	Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions
	Year 10 Work Experience
	Work experience week commences 29th June.
	If your copany is able to offer a student a placement, we would be delighted to discuss this with you! Please contact Emma if you’re able to help!
	SPORTS NEWS
	Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed


	Winter Sport
	A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit, even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before returning to class. As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for anyone taking part in football or hockey. You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).
	CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
	CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

	Clubs and Societies
	MUSIC AT PBA
	Drum Lessons
	Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals. Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

	Singing Lessons
	I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all ages in a wide range of musical styles.  My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a range of reputable post-school institutions. For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or contact me direct on 07905 225825 or eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

	Piano Lessons - Slots Available
	Brass and Wind Lessons

	SAFGUARDING, WELLBEING AND SEN
	School Safeguarding Team
	Online Safeguarding
	Mental Health Information
	Ivel Valley Family Bulletin
	Home-Start “Living With Teenagers” Course
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