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PBA WEEKLY BULLETIN
A message from Mrs Linehan

It has been an incredibly uplifting week here at school, absolutely brimming with exciting new
initiatives and wonderful opportunities for our young people to explore, grow, and shine. We are
passionate about providing enriching experiences that spark curiosity and build confidence, and this
week has been a beautiful example of that commitment in action.

We wholeheartedly embraced Science Week, beginning with inspiring assemblies that celebrated the
ground-breaking work of female scientists across a variety of fields. We want all our pupils to view
science as a truly explorative, enquiry-based adventure, and they certainly experienced that magic
firsthand in KS2! We welcomed the wonderful Fab Science into school to deliver captivating one-
hour workshops for all our younger pupils. Year 5 and Year 6 children threw themselves into
interactive experiments and demonstrations that brought genuine awe, wonder, and lovely surprises
to their day. The excitement continues this coming Monday when our Year 5 pupils will each have
the unforgettable experience of stepping inside a visiting planetarium. Meanwhile, our older
students were equally inspired as they met online with professional scientists working in
biochemistry and neuroscience. They asked thought-provoking questions and learned all about the
different pathways into a science career, opening their eyes to future possibilities.

Thinking about those bright futures, our hearts were positively bursting with pride yesterday as our
Year 11 students arrived looking exceptionally smart for their Mock Interview Day. To ensure they
felt fully supported and prepared, Mrs McGuigan led a fantastic, skills-based assembly. She gently
talked them through the entire interview process, exploring how they can warmly sell their best
qualities, respond effectively to challenging questions, and understand the vital importance of
positive body language and first impressions. We owe a huge thank you to the wonderful parents
and community members who so generously gave their time to conduct these interviews. Despite
those very natural initial nerves, our Year 11s stepped up beautifully and did us all proud. We are
right behind them and wish them every success as they head into their real college, sixth form, and
apprenticeship interviews over the coming weeks.

We were delighted to welcome MP Alistair Strathern on site this week to run a highly engaging
social media workshop; students in Years 7-10 attended. Navigating the online platforms of today
can sometimes feel like a minefield for our young people, and it was great to see our students
listening so attentively and exploring different perspectives and concerns without bias. Through
open discussions and lively debate, they reflected thoughtfully on their own digital habits. We are
hopeful that their insightful and mature contributions will go on to help shape future policies to
better protect young people everywhere in the digital world.

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend.



1 . N E W S  F R O M  S C H O O L

1 . A C H I E V E M E N T S

Empowering Our Students: Social Media & Safety
Workshop with Alistair Strathern MP

We were delighted to host local MP Alistair Strathern at Pix Brook

Academy this week for an engaging "Social Media, Safety & Society"

workshop. The session provided a unique platform for our students to

think critically about their digital footprints and the impact of social

media on their wellbeing, identity, and community. 

From discussing the benefits of online connection to debating potential

government restrictions for under-16s, our students tackled complex

modern issues with maturity and insight.

This was more than just a classroom lesson! 

By sharing what they value and what they

find challenging about the online world, our

students contributed their direct views to

national policy discussions. The workshop

concluded with a roundtable on how

members of Parliament can better

communicate with the younger generation,

ensuring that Pix Brook voices are heard at

the highest levels of government.

Congratulations to Year 8 student, Konrad K, who has

recently had a poem published in the Young Writers

anthology “I Have a Dream.” We’re looking forward to

seeing more of your work in print, Konrad!

All The Write Stuff
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School Production
It is with great pleasure that I present to

you our school production of Do We Ever

See Grace? Since October, our Pix Brook

Players have been working hard on this

project and we are very excited to share

the creative skills of our wonderful

students. Written in the 1980s but set at

an unspecified time, the play tells the story

of Grace, a girl that flies and is deemed as

‘crazy’.
She has dreams of joining the circus but instead, ends up in London – poor and on the streets. A story of

dreams, harsh reality and society’s judgement of difference, this metaphorical tale is sure to make you

question how you view the world. We have two evening performances to offer you, Tuesday 24  March

and Wednesday 25  March, performances will start at 7pm. Tickets are priced at £4 each and include

a pre-show drink and snack per ticket. Please note that there will be no interval as the play is only an

hour long. There will be a performer pre-sale for tickets to ensure families of the performers and

creative team are able to support them, these will be on sale from Wednesday 4  March to Monday 9

March. Parents will be able to purchase up to 4 tickets per performer. Remaining tickets will then be

sold on general release from Tuesday 10th March to Monday 23  March. All tickets will be available

through Parentmail and delivered to students during afternoon tutor times in the run up to the show.
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Supporting Our Staff

Do you run a local business focused on health, creativity, or

wellness? We are currently planning our Staff Wellbeing Week in

June 2026 and are looking for volunteers to host short, engaging

sessions for our school staff. This is a wonderful way to connect

with the school and support our team’s wellbeing. If you can help,

please get in touch with Mrs Brant

(ebrant@bestacademies.org.uk). Thank you in advance for your

generosity!

mailto:ebrant@bestacademies.org.uk
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KS2 have enjoyed a visit from FAB Science this

week, watching and taking part in a series of

fascinating science experiments. 

EdShed Results

Well done to everyone who completed their

EdShed homework this week!

Here are the top scoring classes. 

This week, Year 5 have been learning to play the

Glockenspiel. 

Here are Pankhurst class, working on notes CEG.

Note Perfect

Science is FAB
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It was finally time for the Year 5 vs Year 6 battles to kick-off in

the TTRS competition and I think it is safe to say it is 1-0 to team

Year 6. 

5 victories for them in these first clashes:

TTRS - the Battle of the Bands

First up, the battle of the underdogs as Austen and Nightingale went toe-to-toe. A great story as

Nightingale hit a 3-digit team score for the first time, but Austen still claimed victory with a great

showing.

Next, Shakespeare (the round’s only Year 5 victors) put in a barnstorming performance against Mr

Prue's old platoon in Angelou - a late surge not enough to rescue this one.

Following this was another great performance from Morpurgo class, with Dehan once again stealing

the show - a definite MVP of these battles. They saw off Attenborough to get back to winning ways.

Tolkien, who remain unbeaten, saw off a spirited challenge from Pankhurst. Despite my class's battle

song of "MAKE THEM CRY!" it was almost them left in tears as Pankhurst threatened an upset, with a

very strong last day sparing my blushes.

In the round’s two best battles: Churchill looked strong favourites for much of their encounter with

Mr Lindley's old class Blackman. However, a rousing comeback lead by a deadly front three of

Emerie, Isabella and Mia saw Blackman rise from the ashes a deliver a winning blow.

Finally, in the pick of the battles, it literally came down to the last seconds to determine a winner as

unbeaten Zephaniah and unbeaten Turing went head-to-head. This topsy-turvy, thrill-a-second battle

ALMOST ended in the competitions second draw, but a short burst in the dying embers allowed

Zephaniah to continue their fairytale run. Commiserations to Turing who have been superb and will

hopefully continue to upset the odds!

News from the front line, by Mr Randall-Williams

During Mindfulness Club on Wednesday lunchtimes, the

KS2 pupils have been practising different breathing

techniques, meditation, mindful doodling and self-

esteem boosting activities. This week, they made

‘Mindful’ Chatterboxes which gave the children different

strategies to provide them a tool for when they feel they

might need it. 

KS2 Mindfulness Club



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 7 & 8



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Years 9 & 10



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Homework - Year 11



K E Y  S T A G E  3  &  4

Year 11 GCSE Subject Interventions
To support our Year 11 pupils with their ongoing examination preparation, subject interventions will be running as per

the timetable below. 

We greatly value your support and encourage you to speak with your child about the importance of attending their

intervention sessions and positively engaging with the reward card initiatives.

Year 10 Work Experience

Work experience week commences 29th June. 

Emma, our careers adviser, has contacted a few local companies with some potential opportunities for the work

placement. 

Ashe Group are a construction company based in Hitchin. They can offer one student a rotational week, spending half

a day with different departments, including estimating, planning, design, procurement, surveying, roofing, business

support and marketing, to gain a full overview of the business. The student will need to be able to get to offices in

Hitchin, which are just round the corner from the train station.

There are also potential placements at a children's nursery in Letchworth working with babies to 3 year olds.

Please do email me at efuller@bestacademies.org.uk with the student's details and why they are interested in the

placement.  

If your copany is able to offer a student a placement, we would be delighted to discuss this with you! Please

contact Emma if you’re able to help!

mailto:efuller@bestacademies.org.uk


S P O R T S  N E W S

Winter Sport
A quick reminder that when lessons are timetabled to be outside, we will head outdoors unless the weather is

unsafe or extremely poor. With this in mind, please ensure students are fully prepared with the correct PE kit,

even if they are injured but able to change — this helps avoid students getting wet in their uniform before

returning to class.

As the weather continues to change, students should have a Pix Brook PE jumper and bring both football

boots and trainers so we can adapt to indoor or outdoor sessions as needed. Shin pads are essential for

anyone taking part in football or hockey.

You can find the full PE kit list here: Pix Brook Academy PE Kit List (page 5).

Please note: all long hair should be tied back for PE lessons, and piercings should be covered or removed

1 6 t h -  Y 5
R u g b y  F e s t i v a l

@ P i x  B ro o k

1 6 t h -  K S 2
N e t b a l l  V s

H o l y w e l l  ( A )

1 7 t h -  Y 7 / 8
G i r l s  F o o t b a l l

V s  M a r s t o n
V a l e  ( A )

1 7 t h -  Y 9
B o y s

F o o t b a l l  V s
S WA  ( A )

1 8 t h -  Y 7 / 8  G i r l s
F o o t b a l l  V s

W o o d l a n d  ( A )

1 8 t h -  Y 6
R u g b y  V s

E t o n b u r y  ( H )

1 9 t h -  K S 2
G i r l s  F o o t b a l l
V s  E t o n b u r y

( A )

1 9 t h -  Y 5  B
t e a m  F o o t b a l l

V s  E t o n b u r y
( A )

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=835&type=pdf


C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S

Clubs and Societies Our sports clubs and societies aim to give the pupils
a range of activities and interests to enjoy.
Please note: the Sports Clubs are likely to change
termly, and are usually linked to the current
competition schedule.

C L U B S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S



Piano Lessons - Slots Available

M U S I C  A T  P B A

Drum Lessons are available every Monday and Tuesday to

students of all ages and abilities! Whether you would like

to pursue grades or achieve your own personal goals.

Becca Robinson – beccadrums@gmail.com

Drum Lessons

I have more than 15 years experience teaching children of all

ages in a wide range of musical styles. 

My style is fun and friendly with many of my pupils taking public

exams and successfully auditioning for singing courses at a

range of reputable post-school institutions.

For further details, please speak to Mr Weed via school or

contact me direct on 07905 225825 or

eleanorpugsley@gmail.com

Singing Lessons

Brass and Wind Lessons

We are excited to be looking at offering lessons

in brass and wind instruments in school. 

If you would be interested in signing your child

up for lessons, please contact Mr Weed: 

tweed@bestacademies.org.uk

mailto:beccadrums@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorpugsley@gmail.com
mailto:tweed@bestacademies.org.uk


S A F G U A R D I N G ,  W E L L B E I N G  A N D  S E N

School Safeguarding Team
If you have any concerns, please contact our

Safeguarding Team. 

Online Safeguarding

Mental Health Information

Ivel Valley Family Bulletin
Click here to access the bulletin online

Home-Start “Living With Teenagers”
Course

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/9F684A89B76F40340C4CAACA794C0DEA20C78C58DEE7BEC65EAD474D348A0227/486724B3C8C81F1CD778B43FB763227F/LE35


D I A R Y  &  T E R M  D A T E S

C O M M U N I T Y

March
Monday 16  th Planetarium Visit  for Year 5

Thursday 19  th Year 7 Progress Event (early finish years 7-11)

Friday 20  th DofE Silver Award

Wednesday 25  and Thursday 26  th th Progress Evening Year 6

2026

May

Monday 11   - Thursday 14  th th Year 6 SATs 

Friday 27  th End of Term
NB: No PBA Extra. School closes early. 



A reminder that all queries with regard to Pix Brook Academy students

should be emailed to pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk or call the office

on 01462 416243. 

Please do not use our Social Media platforms to request information

about or contribute to conversations with regard to our students.

Reporting an Absence
Absences need to be reported daily by 8am either by phone or email.  

If you have an appointment booked, please send supporting evidence to

PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk and confirm the time of collection.

On the day of the appointment you will need to provide your child with

a signed letter in order for them to leave the class to meet you in

reception. We will no longer be issuing collection passes. Children

need to be collected by a nominated adult from reception.

Contacting School

If you need to get a message to your child/children during the school day, please contact Reception.

Teachers are unable to pass on messages during the school day. Our Reception team will take the message and

deliver it to the pupil(s) involved. Please call or email the office on 01462 416243 or

pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk

NHS Guide to childhood illness

Medication in School

If your child needs to have medication in school

please ensure that you bring it to the main office

and fill out the required forms. Children are not

permitted to carry medication around the

school. 

Medication may include: Calpol, Paracetamol,

Antihistamine 

mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:PBA-Absence@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:pixbrook@bestacademies.org.uk


R E G U L A R  R E M I N D E R S

Body Sprays and Perfumes
We would like to remind you that body sprays and perfumes are not

permitted in school, as the use of the sprays can affect people

suffering with asthma. Please send your child/children in with roll on

deodorant only. 

The foot- and cycle-paths near the school get very busy before and after

school. Please remind your children that the paths are shared with members of

the public, and that the children should be courteous towards others when

travelling to and from school.  

Use of the Cycle Paths

We ask parents to avoid parking next to the carpark entrance or on the road

junction near the football club during morning drop off and afternoon collection

time.

This junction is particularly busy during school pick-up, and parked cars create

hazards for both children and drivers.  We would also remind you 

not to use the Staff Car Park when dropping off or collecting children.

Thank you for your understanding. 

Drop Off and Collection Time Parking

No Nuts, Please
Please be reminded that we are a nut aware school: please

do not include nut products in your child/children’s snack

or packed lunch. This includes Nutella. 

Thank you.

Road Safety
Please be aware that the new bus stop, Etonbury and Pix Brook, is on

a narrow stretch of pavement which is often busy during the school

run. Please remind your children not to sit with their feet in the

road, when waiting at the bus stop, as this is a safety issue. 

Our lunchtime menus are available to view on our website:

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?

title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40

Menus

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40
https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Food+Provision&pid=40


B E S T  C A L E N D A R

Please note: all our term dates are available on our website: https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates

https://www.pixbrookacademy.co.uk/term-dates
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